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Abstract

Objectivity is a crucial principle that people should follow when writing news. Therefore, people usually simply believe that news language is incompatible with any characteristic of subjectivity. However, with the development of cognitive linguistics, many scholars started to believe that subjectivity is a universal characteristic of human language. Accordingly, as an important means of transmitting information and expressing opinions, news texts are by no means an exception.
Employing a qualitative method, the thesis attempts to use the language view of cognitive linguistics with the framework of Langacker’s Construal Theory to explore how subjectivity is reflected at three different levels, namely lexical level, syntactic level and textual level, in English news texts. The study collects the homepage news of China Daily, BBC and CNN as language material, and analyzes the profound impacts, which are made by perspective and salience of Construal Theory, on the subjective expressions in news language from three facets, namely English deixis, word order and textural structure. Then, the thesis makes a further philosophical and social analysis of the motivations of subjectivity in news language.

The study finds that the subjectivity of English news language is the reveal of news writers’ subjective elements, such as stance, attitude, emotion, etc. in news texts. With the subjectivity, a news journalist could shorten or lengthen the psychological distance between observer and the observed objects, could arrange word orders of sentences, and could form the textual structure through their switch of perspectives and their selection of salient things. Subjectivity of news language is the inevitable imprint of the news writer’s “self”, which is caused by the combined effects of the structural properties of human language and cognitive modes of human beings. Such imprint originates from news writers, and could affect readers’ judgments of values through news texts. From the perspectives of philosophy and society, subjectivity is inevitable in news language. On the one hand, subjectivity is a basic attribute which help people to cognize and reflect things. On the other hand, subjectivity in news language is also an efficient method and requirement through which the mass media can reflect their government’s will and help to establish the core values of their society, and from this perspective, subjectivity is an important criterion for one to judge whether the nature of the news is “objective” or not.

Key words: subjectivity; English news; Construal Theory; perspective; salience

摘 要
客观性是新闻语篇需要遵循的一个重要原则，因而，人们通常简单地认为，新闻语篇与任何主观性都是格格不入的。然而，随着认知语言学的发展，许多学者开始认为主体性是人类语言的普遍性特征。因此，作为传播信息和宣扬观点主要手段之一的新闻语篇自然也概莫能外。
文章尝试运用认知语言学的语言观，以兰盖克认知语法中的识解理论为框架，采用定性分析的方法探讨英语新闻语篇中的语言主体性特征如何在词汇、句法、语篇三个层面得以体现。文章以中国日报、英国广播公司、美国有线电视新闻网等国内外主流英语新闻网站的头版新闻语篇作为语料，分别从指示语、语序排列和篇章结构三方面分析视角、突显等识解要素对新闻语言主体性表达的深刻影响。继而，文章又分别从哲学和社会的角度对英语新闻语篇中语言主体性形成的动因进行了分析。

研究发现，英语新闻语言的主体性特征是新闻作者的立场、态度、情感等主体性因素在新闻语篇中的流露。这种主体性可以通过新闻作者的视角转换与突显选择来拉近或延长观察者与观察对象之间的心理距离，调整语序排列以及形成语篇结构。新闻语言的主体性是新闻作者无法摆脱自身语言结构特性以及认知模式而使语言带有的“自我”印记。这种印记源于新闻作者，并能通过新闻语篇来影响读者的价值判断。从哲学和社会的角度来看，新闻语言中的主体性是无法避免的。一方面，主体性是人类认识和反应事物的基本属性；而另一方面，主体性也是媒体通过新闻传达政府意志、构建社会核心价值体系的有效途径和基本需要。从这一角度来看，新闻语言的主体性也是判断新闻“本质客观”与否的一项重要标准。

关键词：主体性；英语新闻；识解理论；视角；突显
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Chapter One Introduction
Objectivity, which is followed by news journalists and other related people in this field when writing or reading news as a guiding principle, has always been regarded as a crucial characteristic of news in our modern society. Accordingly, many people simply think that news texts can never be related with anything subjective. However, with the increasingly rapid development of cognitive linguistics, more and more scholars have realized that subjectivity is also an important characteristic of human language. According to Shen Jiaxuan (2001), studies relating to subjectivity of language have received a lot of emphasis from linguists all over the world since 1960s and 1970s. Researchers have recognized that subjectivity is an inevitable phenomenon in the usage of language, and thus, for the language in news texts, there is no exception.

In recent decades, with the deepening of China’s Reform and Opening-up and the rapid development of our country’s economy, international communication and cooperation between China and other countries are becoming increasingly frequent, which made the status of English get largely improved. As Chinese people, we can learn English, and get to know the outside world though this language. Similarly, we also can use this language to introduce the traditions, culture, thoughts, politics and other knowledge of China to the world. The major medium or method that can help us to do so is English news. To put it in a nutshell, English news is a crucial method which can let Chinese people know other countries, especially English-speaking countries, and their attitudes towards China on the one hand; on the other hand, it is also an important media that can help Chinese people introduce our culture, traditions, and politics to the world in order to let other countries in the world understand China better. With the improvement of the status of English news, many scholars have done a lot of studies concerning English news language in the field of linguistics, especially based on the functional or structural perspectives. In the domain of cognitive linguistics, however, studies concerning the language of English news are comparatively few. Additionally, researches relating to the feature of subjectivity in news language are not quite common or even seldom till now. Accordingly, this thesis tries to give a detailed analysis to the characteristic of subjectivity in the language of English news, and tries to explain the factors affecting the subjectivity in news language.

1.1 The Motivation of the Study
The reasons why the author chose to study the subjectivity of news language are mainly based on the deliberation of the following two facts: 1) there is a paradox between the advocacy of “purely objective news” in the field of Journalistic Theory and the impossibility of “pure objectivity” in the practice of news writing; 2) there is a simply confusion between the concepts of “real news” and “objective news” among people, especially the masses.

The advocacy of “pure objectivity” in journalism can be traced back from the early 1800s in western countries. It has been proposed since the United States had experienced the “dark ages” of party newspapers, and tries to pursue after independence and freedom of the development in mass media. In early 19th Century, many journalists realized that the slanders which were sent through newspapers between different parties are non-rational and only made news lose its credibility among the masses. In 1923, American Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE) proposed that news reports should be clearly distinguished from those articles which express opinions, and there should not be any word of prejudice or confusion in news. They clearly added “purely objective news” to the rules of journalism by proposing that.

There is no doubt that “pure objectivity” has played a positive role under certain historical circumstances, which on the one hand made journalism develop independently and freely, and also gave esteem to reality and got the credibility of news back among the masses on the other hand. However, more and more journalists have found in practice that it is really hard or even impossible to get rid of personal opinions and the will of media when writing news. Besides the limitations of the characteristics of language itself, getting rid of all the subjective elements can also be a great obstacle for the achievement of mass media’s social function. Accordingly, “purely objective news” can not be achieved in practice, which means that there may be a contradiction between the theoretical advocacy and the practice.

For another thing, the masses usually simply confuse the concept of “objective news” with “real news”, or even regard them as equivalence to each other. Certainly, one should accept that facticity must be regarded as the most important characteristic of news, and it even can be seen as the life of journalism. However, as we are criticizing fake news for reporting the untrue things, we can also see that some news which report reality is also criticized for not reflecting the true nature of an event. In 1948, a news report on People’s Daily used a lot of words to describe the disasters that were happening in northern China. When this report was published, it got a lot of criticism from scholars. Some scholars criticized that the report just described the objective phenomena of the disasters, but it did not reflect the nature behind these phenomena. In other words, the report did not reflect the facticity of the event’s nature. Similarly, many researchers usually criticized that some news reports concerning China from western media may be single-faceted or unfair, and the reports is usually regarded as unreal news by us. Accordingly, the masses confused the facticity of an event’s nature with the facticity of an event’s phenomena.

Actually, the requirement of reflecting the facticity of an event’s nature through its phenomena is not easy to be achieved. On the one hand, the exposure of a thing’s nature is a gradual process, which always needs a long period of time, a lot of researches, analysis or generalizations. Thus, one cannot reflect the facticity of a thing’s nature within a rather limited time and without any concerning research. On the other hand, due to the differences in values and worldview, different people may draw different conclusions to the nature of a same phenomenon. Consequently, the requirement of reflecting the facticity of an event’s nature through its phenomena cannot avoid subjectivity itself. 

From what has been discussed above, one can easily draw a conclusion that the reason why some news reports on the events that really has happened before are criticized as unreal news is that the orientation of their values does not meet the demands of our mainstream values. Thus, one should admit that subjectivity is a characteristic of human language, and news reports are no exception. Besides, one should realize the connotation of subjectivity, and recognize the dialectical relationship between subjectivity and objectivity. After that, one can see the positive significance of news’ subjectivity in meeting our mainstream values and realizing certain social functions.

1.2 The Significance of the Study

As for the significance of this research, it can be described from two aspects. On the one hand, the study has its theoretical significance. On the other hand, the findings of such research can be applied in our daily life, which reflects that the study is also practically significant.

1.2.1 Theoretical Significance

On the one hand, this study tries to deepen people’s recognition of the non-propositional functions of language. Language not only can convey the information which is necessary during communications, but also can express the feelings or attitudes of the language users through discourse. For example:

(a) It must have rained last night.

(b) You should go to Beijing.

In sentence (a) and (b), the contents, “it have rained last night” and “you go to Beijing”, are the propositional parts of the discourse, while the model verbs, “must” and “should”, reflect the language users’ subjective attitudes towards the events, and the functions of which is non-propositional. The propositional contents of language mainly provide the objective information. The non-propositional elements of language, however, mainly express the language users’ own attitudes or emotions towards the proposition or the language receivers. With the influence of both the two functions, language can reflect the objective world comprehensively through the cognition of human beings, and even can affect the language receivers by letting them take certain actions or have some thoughts. In this way, language can help humans to convey information, to communicate with each other, to express themselves, and to construct certain meanings.

Compared with other types of language, such as literature language, news language is always regarded as relatively objective, which may let people, especially the news readers, ignore the non-propositional functions of news language or its subjectivity. This study attempts to analyze the typical subjective linguistic expressions or elements in news language, and tries to supply some helpful reference for the studies on non-propositional functions of human language.

On the other hand, studies on news language, which are based on the theories of cognitive linguistics, are comparatively few. Most researches on news language are conducted from functional perspective. Accordingly, the thesis tries to analyze the subjectivity of news language from cognitive perspective at the levels of lexicon, syntax and text, and attempts to give certain supplementary to the studies on news language within the domain of cognitive linguistics.

1.2.2 Practical Significance

First and foremost, it can help news to achieve its function of guiding the trend of the public opinions. News texts not only have the function of conveying information to the public, but also can guide the correct tendency of the public opinions, and the latter function cannot apart from the rational expressing of the subject’s cognitions. Therefore, analyzing subjectivity of certain linguistics expressions in news texts can help journalists achieve the guiding functions of news through language. It could improve the mass’ ability of analyzing social problems, which would benefit the whole society as for establishing a good atmosphere of social values. Additionally, with the rapid development of mass media, competitions are becoming increasingly intense between different media. Therefore, taking advantage of the subjectivity of language rationally will help the mass medium to establish its own reporting style, which is also a symbol of the consummation of a medium.

Secondly, it can help news readers to get rid of the control of news discourse. As for news readers, it is quite helpful to get a better understanding of the truth behind news events when they recognize the various subjective marks in news language and find the underlying subjectivity in news language. Meanwhile, analyzing the different opinions that are expressed by different journalists comprehensively can let news readers form their own judgments based on their own measures of values, which is beneficial to the establishment of readers’ capability of getting rid of the control of news.

Last but not least, it is helpful for people to realize the subjective nature of English news. Even though western media always advocate “purely objective news” both in the field of theory and practice, ideological differences usually make westerners have certain prejudice on other nations or cultural groups, such as China. To some extent, the thesis tries to help news readers resist the bias from western ideology by analyzing certain subjective forms or expressions in the language of English news.

1.3 Data Collection and Methodology
The language material is mainly collected from the official websites of BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation), CNN (Cable News Network) and China Daily. As all the three media have comparatively good reputation and authority both in their own countries respectively and in the whole world, the English news from their websites is considered to be much more formal and standard than others. Besides, news on the Internet is much more widely read and more quickly transferred among readers all over the world, which reflects that the influences of such news should not be neglected. Additionally, news on the Internet is much easier to be collected compared with other types of news, such as TV news, radio news, newspapers, etc. Accordingly, the thesis selects 45 news texts altogether from the three news publishers’ official websites and tries to analyze the language of the English news whose publishers’ authority is widely influenced all over the world.

As is known to us all, news websites usually divide news into different modules according to the content of news. For example, BBC News is divided into various parts according to the content and importance of the news, and the modules mainly include Homepage, Sport, Weather, Earth, Shop, and so on. Although different news websites may have different divisions of news modules, all the three websites have their own Homepage respectively. The top news on the Homepage of these websites is always about the events of great importance that happened recently, and the main content of the news is about politics, economy or other important things of the whole world, which indicates that the top news texts on Homepages should be the most formal written ones among all the modules of news texts to a certain extent. Thus, the top news on the Homepages of the three news websites is the main focus of this study.

Based on Langacker’s Construal Theory, the thesis mainly adopts the method of qualitative research. In the study, certain typical subjective expressions in English news language are focused and detailed analyzed in order to explain how the subjectivity of news language is reflected through the news writers’ expressing of attitudes or feelings from the perspective of human’s cognition.

1.4 The Objectives of the Study

Just as what has been discussed above, many linguists believe that subjectivity is a characteristic of human language or even an inevitable feature of human beings. Therefore, language without the imprint of the speaker or writer’s “self” does not exist according to the studies of cognitive linguistics. In the domain of news theories, however, both news writers and news media advocate and disseminate the objectivity of news language. Journalists always try to restore the “original fact” of news events, and attempt to reduce the degree of self-involvement by using neutral words or expressions when writing news. However, subjectivity of language cannot be totally avoided, even though the style of discourse is news. The thesis tries to find and explain how the subjectivity of language is reflected in English news, which is always considered as a kind of discourse with a comparatively higher degree of objectivity.

To put it in a nutshell, the study mainly attempts to solve the following two questions. Firstly, it tries to find out that there are some typical subjective linguistic expressions existing in the language of English news. Secondly, it attempts to explain how subjectivity is reflected and how it affects news readers through the language of English news.
1.5 The Organization of the Dissertation

The dissertation is made up of six chapters.

Chapter one is the introduction part. This chapter mainly talks about the motivation of studying the topic, the theoretical and practical significance of the study, the collection of language material and the method of the research, the objectives of the study, and the organization arrangements of the whole dissertation.

Chapter two is the part of literature review, and it consists two parts. This chapter first reviews the previous studies on subjectivity of language both in western countries and in China. Then it mainly introduces the concerning studies on news language abroad and in China respectively.

Chapter three mainly explains the theoretical framework of the thesis, and this chapter is made up of two parts. The first part provides the related concepts of subjectivity, and the second part mainly gives out the concerning cognitive linguistic theory within which the subjectivity of English news language is analyzed in the next chapter. This part mainly explains Langacker’s view of language from the perspective of Cognitive Grammar, with his Construal Theory, especially the principle of perspective and salience, as the main focus of discussion.

Chapter four analyzes the characteristic of subjectivity in the language of English news in detail based on Langacker’s Construal Theory, especially the aspects of perspective and salience, and the analysis is carried out at three different linguistic levels, namely the lexical level, the syntactic level, and the textual level. At the level of lexicon, deixis is comprehensively discussed; at the level of syntax, word order is the main focus; at the level of text, textual structure is exemplified to show the subjective judgments of the writers of English news.

Chapter five tries to give further explanations of the generation of subjectivity in news language. In this chapter another two motivations that influence the subjectivity of news language are discussed in order to explain the mechanism of the production of subjectivity in news language from a much more macroscopic perspective.

Chapter six is the conclusion part of the whole dissertation, and this chapter is composed of two subsections. The first subsection gives out a general conclusion of the thesis by conclude the general findings and innovations of the whole study. The second subsection mainly points out the limitations of the study and provides some suggestions for further researches based on this study.

Chapter Two Literature Review
This chapter will first make a brief review about the previous studies on subjectivity in language both in China and abroad, and then will mainly focus on the studies about news language in China and western countries.

2.1 Previous Studies on Subjectivity of Language

The concept of subjectivity was not first proposed in linguistics. People have realized the phenomenon of subjectivity since a long time ago. With the rapid development of the sense of humanism and self-consciousness in western countries during the Renaissance period, the notion of subjectivity was put forward by scholars as a concept of Social Science and Humanities in the field of philosophy.

Deeply influenced by empiricism, modern linguistics laid less emphasis or even ignored the phenomenon of subjectivity in language. It paid more attention to the referential meaning of language, but didn’t emphasize the non-propositional content in human language (Benveniste, 1971/1958). During the late period of 20th century, some linguists started to change this tendency, and they began to notice the characteristic of subjectivity in language and try to analyze this phenomenon from different perspectives. Among these linguists, Benveniste, Lyons, Langacker and Traugott are always regarded as representatives.

2.1.1 Previous Studies on Subjectivity of Language in Western Countries

Influenced by the empiricism in philosophy, both structuralism and formalism in modern linguistics regard language as a tool for presenting propositions. This point of view ignored the subjective activity that people made when reflecting the objective world, and the usage of language cannot be totally separated from the thought and emotion of human beings. Human’s language not only has the function of conveying information, but also can express one’s emotion or feeling through words (Lyons, 1982), and the latter function of language gives a full expression to the characteristic of subjectivity in language.

As early as the beginning of the last century, Bréal (1964/1900) noticed subjectivity, and started to regard it as a linguistic phenomenon. During 1930s and 1950s, as a linguistic phenomenon, subjectivity was further studied by Büchler (1990/1934) and Jakobson (1957). Even so, researchers always associate the initiation of the studies on subjectivity of language with a French linguist named Benveniste in the field of linguistics. As for Benveniste (1971/1958), subjectivity of language is an ability which can help speakers to regard themselves as subjects when they are making a speech, and it is a representation of one’s self-consciousness. In order to help speakers to manifest themselves, language made itself a system that can help speakers reflect their opinions, standpoints, or feelings, and these are the phenomenon of subjectivity in language. One of the most typical examples of subjectivity in language is the first-person pronoun “I”, which refers to the person who uses it, but not anyone else. When the pronoun is combined with verbs or expressions that denote thinking activities (such as “I think”, “I presume”, “I suppose” and so on), the whole expression will reflect the subjective attitudes or judgments of the speakers, but not the objective propositions. What one should notice is that the subjectivity which is reflected by the expressions is not the semantic contents of the verbs themselves, but is shown only when they are combined with “I”. When the verbs are combined with third-person pronouns, subjectivity which was shown in language will disappear. For example, “I conclude” refers to the speaker’s subjective judgments, while “he concludes” just presents an objective statement, which is similar to the statements that are initiated by the expressions such as “he runs” or “he lives”, etc.

In 1992, an international seminar on subjectivity and subjectification in language was held in Cambridge University, which simplified the studies on subjectivity and subjectification were focused by scholars in the field of linguistics (冯光武, 2006: 27). Among these linguists, Lyons, Langacker and Traugott are always regarded as three of the most influential ones.

2.1.1.1 Lyons’ Study on Subjectivity of Language

Lyons (1982) believes that human beings have the ability of realizing themselves, and such ability is known as self-consciousness, which also can be reflected in human language. In other words, since everyone has his or her independent “self”, human is subjective in nature. People’s cognition, perception, emotion, attitude and intention are all included in “self”, and the “self”, which is reflected when people are using language, is the subjectivity of language.

Language has its mechanism for expressing “self”, and some expressions or grammatical structures themselves contain the contents of speakers’ subjective judgments, such as deictic words and evaluative adverbs. As for Lyons, the subjectivity of English modal verbs is the main focus of his studies. Lyons not only recognised that modal verbs can express the speaker’s emotions or attitudes, but also found that the meaning of some modal verbs is not quite clear or even ambiguous. For example:

(a) You must be very careful. (Lyons, 1982: 109)

The sentence can be paraphrased into two different ones:

1) It is obvious from evidence that you are very careful.

2) I believe that you are very careful.

Sentence 1) just presents an objective statement, while sentence 2) expresses the speaker’s own opinion which is much more subjective than 1).

To sum up, Lyons holds the view that the subjectivity of language is the standpoints, attitudes, emotions, etc. which can be reflected through language when people are making utterances. Although these imprints of “self” cannot be found in the propositional contents of a sentence, they should not be ignored by linguists. Lyons’ studies on the subjectivity of language made subjectivity an important part of semantics study, which broadened the domain of semantics, and let people get a much more comprehensive understanding of language. However, Lyons’ studies on subjectivity are still quite general, and needs to be further analyzed.

2.1.1.2 Langacker’s Study on Subjectivity of Language

In Langacker’s opinion, language has the characteristics of subjectivity, which is just similar to the subjectivity of human’s optesthesia or perception. People always need to choose a perspective when using language to reflect the objective world, and Langacker (1987, 1990, 2002) argues that the perspective which people choose to perceive an objective situation should be paid attention to by linguists. Langacker believes that people’s cognition of an objective scene is multifaceted, and subjectivity is a crucial facet among them, which also is the theoretical foundation of Cognitive Grammar.

Cognitive Grammar holds the view that discourse can always be connected with human’s cognition and perception. As the perception subject is the speaker, the meaning of the discourse cannot be purely objective, and the subjective cognition of speakers is inevitable. Besides the formal system, language also has its semantic value. In Langacker’s opinion, semantic value can reflect people’s capability of comprehending or establishing certain category in different ways, and this capability is known as “imagery”. According to Langacker (1987: 44-46), “imagery” is multidimensional, and the speaker’s perspective is included in it. Generally speaking, the speaker’s perspective can be analyzed in three different facets, namely, vantage point, directionality and subjectivity. There are many factors influencing the semantic value of the discourse, and the subjective perspective is a crucial one among them. The subjectivity of language originated from the different perspectives of the perception subjective, and is related to the speaker’s subjective selection of information. In conclusion, Cognitive Grammar is of the opinion that the meaning of linguistic symbols cannot be regarded as the equivalence of its referent in the objective world; language competence is closely associated with people’s cognitive ability, and thus, linguistic description should be based on human’s rules of cognition, which is quite different from the viewpoints of Chomsky.

The fact, that people can produce or comprehend utterances in various ways, is closely related to people’s cognitive ability. The visual ability of human beings has some limitations which make our observation of certain scenes only can be realized in a certain time, and from a certain perspective. In other words, one cannot appear in two different geographical spaces in the same time. Different perspectives will lead to various images of the same object in the brain of the observer. For instance, when one describes that an object is located far away or quite near, he or she will always regard himself or herself as the referential point. For the same post office, A says that it is located in the street corner, but B says that it is just across the street. Both A and B are correct, and their different descriptions are just caused by their different special positions, or their different perspectives. The subjectivity of observation perspectives is caused by the imbalance between the object and the subject of cognition. As is known to us all, observation is unidirectional. During the observation, only the object is observed by the subject, but the subject himself or herself cannot get fully observation. That is to say, the subject of observation focuses his or her attention on the object, and ignores his or her self-consciousness. Under such circumstance, the subject is entirely subjective, while the object is completely objective. The unidirectionality of observations can be represented as follows:
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Figure 2.1: Optimal Viewing Arrangement

S=subject, O=object
According to Langacker, such situation is called the optimal viewing arrangement, which is quite different from the egocentric viewing arrangement. Under the latter circumstance, the domain of the observation object is enlarged, and the focus also includes the observer himself or herself. As at least some attention is transferred to the subject, the observation becomes much more objective than the former one. Such condition can be illustrated in the figure below:
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Figure 2.2: Egocentric Viewing Arrangement

S=subject, O=object

Langacker (2000: 42) used a vivid metaphor to explain these two different arrangements. When we take off our glasses and observe them in our hands, the glasses will be an objective thing which can be completely observed by us. However, as we put on the glasses and observe other things through them, the glasses will become a part of the observers, and the observers’ cognition about them will be fully subjective accordingly. The relationship between subjectivity and objectivity in the domain of perception can be applied in other general conceptions, and such relationship can be represented by the one between the language users and language meaning in the field of linguistics.

Towards Langacker’s studies on subjectivity, one should pay attention to two important aspects. On the one hand, Langacker made a distinction between speaker subjectivity and utterance subjectivity. In terms of the speakers, the arrangement represented by figure 1 is more subjective, as the subject focuses his or her attention on the object, and does not recognize the existence of him or herself. In other words, the speaker is offstage. In terms of the utterances, the egocentric viewing arrangement is much more subjective, as it shifts some attention to the speaker him or herself, and uses linguistic symbols to clearly indicate that the cognition is the speaker’s subjective cognition. The relationship between speaker subjectivity and utterance subjectivity is inverse relation. That means the higher the speaker subjectivity is, the lower the utterance subjectivity is, and such relation can be exemplified as follows:

(b) From my perspectives, Edgar Allen Poe is an excellent writer.

(c) Edgar Allen Poe is an excellent writer.

Generally speaking, we will regard sentence (b) as a more subjective one, as it has the obvious linguistic symbol “from my perspectives”. However, the conclusion is on the contrary according to Langacker’s study, as sentence (b) put the speaker on the stage, and the speaker becomes a part of the cognition object. When someone clearly points out that some opinions belongs to him or herself, the speaker will become more objective, while the utterance will be more subjective (Langacker, 2004: 85-86).

On the other hand, Langacker believes that a speaker is most objective if he or she claims that the opinions belongs to him or herself, or the speaker will be most subjective. This viewpoint, however, seems to have some problems. When we read sentence (d) in a textbook, we will regard it as an objective fact.

(d) The capital of China is Beijing.

According to Langacker’s opinion, however, the speaker is most subjective when he or she is saying sentence (d), which seems to go against our intuition. Such phenomenon can also be explained according to Langacker’s arrangements. From the perspective of speakers, the speaker of sentence (d) is absent, which means that the subject is offstage and does not participate in the situation described by the utterance. From the perspective of hearers, however, the hearer cannot notice the existence of the speaker, and also need not to regard the speaker as the referential point in comprehending this sentence, and accordingly, the utterance is objective.

Besides, Langacker also discussed the phenomenon of subjectification in language. In Langacker’s opinion, subjectification refers to the shift of the relationship between subject and object from the objective axis to the subjective axis. In language, some changes in word meanings are achieved through such shift.

(e) Jack went across the street. 

(f) There is a mailbox across the street.
According to Langacker’s theory of subjectification, the meaning of across in (e) and (f) is different; the meaning of across in (e) is objective, while (f)’s across is subjective. In (e) across reflects Jack’s objective motion path from one point to another across the street, and the comprehension of across does not need to take the speaker as the referential point. In (f), however, the path expressed by across is subjective, as the mailbox does not move actually, and across just reflects the path of the speaker’s mental scanning, which is certainly subjective.
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Figure 2.3: Subjective Cognition and Objective Cognition (Langacker, 2002: 21)

lm=land mark, tr=trajectory, g=ground (including time, place, events and the two sides of conversation)
Langacker holds the view that subjectification is the gradual bleaching of a word’s objective meaning, and the process is progressive. The process of subjectification is the process that a word gradually shifts from referring to objective things to representing speakers’ mental things. Subjectification can be used to explain the phenomenon of grammaticalization in linguistics. From what has been discussed above, one may see that Langacker’s study on subjectivity is much more particular and thorough, and he also brought studies on subjectivity in language to the domain of Cognitive Linguistics.

2.1.1.3 Traugott’s Study on Subjectivity of Language

From what has been discussed in the previous part, one can know that Langacker’s study on subjectivity of language is synchronic. In Langacker’s opinion (1987), even subjectification refers to the shift of the relationship between subject and object from the objective axis to the subjective axis. Different from Langacker, Traugott’s study on subjectivity of language is diachronic, and she also combined her studies on subjectivity with her theories of grammaticalization. Grammaticalization refers to the process that a word or expression changes from a lexical morpheme to a grammatical morpheme. During the process of grammaticalization, the conceptual meaning of a word becomes weaker or even disappears, and whole expression becomes an abstract grammatical symbol eventually, which is a diachronic process. For instance, the process that the verb “go” changes from referring to physical motion to a grammatical marker representing future is a typical process of grammaticalization. Grammaticalization is a unidirectional process, during which the propositional function of a word’s meaning becomes weaker, while its expressive meaning gets stronger, and the meaning also becomes increasingly relevant to the speaker’s standpoint, emotion, and attitude, which make the meaning become much more subjective. Subjective meaning of linguistic symbols is always regarded as the last stage of the diachronic semantic changing.

Traugott holds the view that the studies of polysemy by formal semantics ignored the diachronic changing of meaning, and thus, formal semantics can not explain this phenomenon comprehensively. Traugott distinguished two process of semantic changing, namely, generalization and inferencing. The former refers to the broadening of the grammatical restrictions in contexts, and the latter explains the generation of the rhetorical device, metonymy.

Traugott tries to explain that language meaning has the tendency of subjectification. In other words, the participation of the speakers becomes increasingly stronger and clearer during the process of subjectification. In order to add expressivity to language, people usually try to employ new methods to express existing things. The function of such expressivity is dual. On the one hand, it improves the amount of information which is received by the hearers; on the other hand, it helps the speakers transmit their attitudes or emotions through language. Such semantic changing is based on the principle of economy of language, especially for those phenomena of expressing a new meaning through an existing language form (Hopper & Traugott, 1993). In Traugott’s opinion, conversational implicature can also be conventionalized, and then get encoded in the semantic meaning of language. During the process of semantic changing, conversational implicature plays the role as a temporary bridge, through which particularized conversational implicature may change into generalized conversational implicature, and the temporary condition during the process can be called the “pragmatic polysemy”. Traugott believes that the process, through which meaning changes from conversational implicature to conventional implication, and then from conventional implication to semantic meaning, is a typical case of semantic changing, and during this process subjective meaning appears in language. Obviously, Traugott focused on the process of meaning’s subjectification, but not the subjectivity of language. Subjectification includes two facets of shift, namely, a shift of an utterance’s focus from the syntactic subject to the speaking subject, and a shift of the meaning of an utterance from “what is said” (Grice, 1975: 41-58) to the attitudes or judgments towards “what is said”, and the shift is a shift from semantics to pragmatics actually. In this way, Traugott’s study on subjectivity of language is closely related to pragmatics.

From what has been reviewed above, one may find that both Traugott and Langacker believe that language is influenced by many subjective factors on the facets of vocabulary and grammar, and subjective meanings are usually abstract. However, the differences between the two linguists are obvious. Langacker paid more attention to the linguistic forms and grammatical features which cannot be completely predicted according to the selections of the speakers. For Traugott, however, she holds the view that Langacker’s study on subjectivity paid too much attention to the selection of linguistic forms, but ignored the context of an utterance, and also ignored the diachronic semantic changing of an utterance.

2.1.1.4 Summary

Although the three linguists above focused on different aspects of subjectivity in language, and constructed different theories through various study methods, they have one thing in common at least. All of them hold the view that subjectivity of language is closely related to the speakers, and subjectivity is the imprint of “self” when a speaker is making an utterance as a subject. Such imprints can be found in almost everywhere. However, these imprints can be concluded into three main aspects, namely, the speaker’s perspective, the speaker’s emotion and the speaker’s cognition.

As the angle of observing and perceiving things, perspective plays an important role in human cognition. Different perspectives may lead to various images in human mind. When speaking, speakers usually start from their own perspectives, and regard themselves as the centre of communication. Accordingly, speakers usually will be the centre of time and space. Such phenomenon could be reflected in language, and becomes the representatives of subjectivity. When a speaker is making an utterance, he or she not only describes the objective things or statements, but also expresses his or her feelings, attitudes and standpoints. This is not only an important capability of human, but also a crucial requirement of communication. In order to achieve such requirement, the according auxiliary mechanism was produced in language. Besides, there are certain expressions and grammatical constructions existing in human language that can reflect speakers’ subjective cognition. According to Smith (2003), the communication verbs, prepositional phrases referring to directions or orientations, deictic adverbials, epithets, the evaluative verbs or adverbs, and so on, can always reflect the subjective cognition of the speakers.

2.1.2 Previous Studies on Subjectivity of Language in China

Compared with the studies on subjectivity in western countries, researches relating to subjectivity in the domain of linguistics started comparatively late in China. Studies on subjectivity of language in China originated from Professor Shen Jiaxuan’s (沈家煊, 2001: 260-275) introduction about the studies on subjectivity which were done by the three linguists reviewed above. 

Looking from the domestic researches on subjectivity in language, one could know that the main focuses of the studies can be reflected in four aspects, namely, the introduction or review of foreign studies, the subjectivity on the level of lexicon, syntax, and text. Studies associated with these four aspects have already made many achievements so far. To a large extent, these achievements reflected that studies on subjectivity in China have begun to take shape, and already entered a crucial stage of development.

2.1.2.1 Shen Jiaxuan and Feng Guangwu’s Studies on Subjectivity of Language

Studies on subjectivity of language in China started from the introduction of foreign theories, and such introduction originated from Shen Jiaxuan. In his thesis named “A Survey of Studies on Subjectivity and Subjectification” (沈家煊, 2001: 260-275), Shen introduced some relative western theories about subjectivity and subjectification to China. In his thesis, Shen accepted Lyons’ definition of subjectivity and regarded subjectivity as a character of human language. Shen believes that the elements of one’s “self” can always be reflected in utterances, which means that a speaker’s standpoints, attitudes or feelings could be manifested when the person is making an utterance. Thus, the speaker will always leave an imprint of himself in the language he utters. 

Besides Shen Jiaxuan, Professor Feng Guangwu also made a systematic review of the former studies on subjectivity and subjectification which are researched by linguists in western countries. In his thesis that was published in Shandong Foreign Language Teaching Journal, “A Critical Survey of the Studies on Linguistic Subjectivity” (冯光武, 2006: 27), Feng mainly reviewed the researches on subjectivity or subjectification made by Lyons, Traugott and Langacker respectively, and he also pointed out and explained some typical linguistic markers of subjectivity in this article mainly based on the language of English. In recent years, with the rapid development of Cognitive Linguistics in China, increasingly more researchers have paid much attention to the phenomenon of subjectivity and subjectification of their own country’s language, and also have made lots of concerning researches in both synchronic and diachronic methods. Studies associated with subjectivity in the language of Chinese have already made many achievements so far.

2.1.2.2 Wu Yi’an, Wang Yina and Yang Wanbing’s Studies on Subjectivity of Language

The amount of studies on language expressions of subjectivity on the lexical level is comparatively larger among relating studies in recent ten years. Generally speaking, the main content of such studies focused on the subjectivity of deixis and adverbs.

Towards the subjectivity of deixis, researchers mainly studied from two aspects, namely, space deixis and person deixis. The thesis “Space Deixis and Subjectivity of Language” of Wu Yi’an (2003: 403-409) is one of the earliest papers that studied space deixis from the perspective of subjectivity. The thesis mainly compared and contrasted the similarities and differences between the subjective performance of the English space deixis “this” and “that” and the Chinese space deixis “这” and “那”. In terms of person deixis, linguists mainly focused on the empathetic effects of person deixis, which can largely reflect the subjectivity of person deixis. According to Wang Yina (2008: 30-34), subjectivity is a key factor of the empathetic effects of person deixis. Through using various person deictic words or generalizing the quantity, a speaker could subjectively make the deictic object exist on the foreground or background of the domain of cognition. For example, one can use the first person deixis to refer to other persons, and the second and third person also could be used to indicate oneself to some extent.

As for adverbs, concerning studies on subjectivity in China are relatively large in number and comparatively deeper than studies based on other aspects. Yang Wanbing’s doctoral dissertation explored the characteristic and rules of subjectivity and subjectification of Chinese disyllabic modal adverbs from both the synchronic and diachronic perspectives (杨万兵, 2005). As the dissertation made a systemic study on the subjectivity in Chinese modal adverbs, it provides a good reference for one to study the subjectivity of language from an overall category. Meanwhile, it is helpful for one to study language phenomenon from the perspective of subjectivity.

2.1.2.3 Chen Ying and Song Wenhui’s Studies on Subjectivity of Language

In terms of the studies on subjectivity on the level of syntax, the researches on certain Chinese structures or sentence patterns also take a large proportion of the domestic relating studies. Professor Shen Jiaxuan (2009: 3-12) discussed three types of Chinese sentence patterns in his article named “Subjectivity of Chinese and Chinese Grammar Teaching”. In the thesis, Shen analyzed the subjective elements that can be reflected by the three kinds of sentences respectively in detail, and meanwhile, Shen pointed out that the subjective meanings of such sentence patterns have crucial significance for the teaching of Chinese Grammar. 

Besides Shen, many linguists also devoted themselves to the studies on subjectivity of Chinese on the syntactical level. Chen Ying (2004) focused on the subjectivity reflected by the progression in Chinese compound sentences in her thesis “The Subjectivity of the Compound Sentence of Progression and Language”. In this article, she also explained a series of problems relating to the characteristics of subjectivity in the language of Chinese.

In addition to sentence patterns, certain constructions in Chinese also attracted the attention of some linguists. In the thesis “Subjectivity and Volition of Agents”, Song Wenhui (2005) compared and contrasted two typical Chinese constructions, namely, “把” construction and “被” construction. According to Song’s opinion, speakers’ subjective elements can influence the selection of “把” and “被” constructions, and affect their grammaticality respectively. Song also expressed in his thesis that the standard of volition of agents can be elevated by the subjective factors of utterances.

2.1.2.4 Shi Tieqiang, An Li and Zhao Xiufeng’s Studies on Subjectivity of Language

In addition to the studies reviewed above, many domestic linguists also laid emphasis on the textual level of the studies on subjectivity. Shi Tieqiang and An Li (2009) mainly discussed the subjective modal expressions in text. According to their thesis “On the Subjective Modality in Text”, Shi and An expressed their opinions that texts not only could convey information, but also could express feelings or emotions to readers or listeners. They argue that modality in text has its own characteristics, though it is closely associated with sentence modality. Modality in text may reflect itself through the methods beyond the level of sentence, and the methods include parallelism, independent fragments, split structures and so on.

According to Zhao Xiufeng (2011), the displacement of subjectivity may take place in text. From the perspective of cognitive linguistics, Zhao Xiufeng discussed the cognitive motivations, the typical linguistic expressions and their stylistic effects of the displacement of subjectivity on the textual level. Zhao proposed that the cognitive operation of such displacement is based on the common cognitive mechanism of human beings. Accordingly, its corresponding linguistic representations in texts could achieve their expected effects, and invoke the readers’ empathetic identification.

2.1.2.5 Summary

From what has been reviewed above, one may find that the studies on subjectivity of language in China mainly took place on various levels or different aspects of language, especially on the levels of lexicon, syntax and text. Although studies on subjectivity in China just started at the beginning of this century, and is still a relatively new field in linguistics, concerning Chinese scholars have already made a lot of achievements in this field. For instance, studies on Chinese modal words have made great contributions in helping people distinct some particular characteristics of Chinese from other languages. However, one also should admit that studies on subjectivity in China still have certain limitations or problems.

The most obvious limitation of domestic studies is that most of them are based on the systematic-functional grammar, and the ones which touch theories in cognitive linguistics are comparatively few. Besides, many researchers usually take case studies as a main method, and relatively few researches focus on particular discourse types, especially use news language as a study object in the studies on subjectivity of language.

2.2 Previous Studies on News Language

Nowadays, with the booming of economy and the rapid development of international cooperation, mass media play an increasingly important role in people’s daily life. Besides internet, TV and radio, newspaper is also an indispensable method for people to see various aspects of our social life. As an international language, English has become a more and more important tool for Chinese people to know the outside world and for foreigners to understand China. The origination of English newspapers can be traced back to the 1660s in the United Kingdom, and it then appears in the United States during the 1700s (刘肖, 2006). After that, newspapers spread quickly and widely all over the world in order to transfer news events among the mass. As the influence of newspapers is still quite deep and wide, many scholars have studied news from different aspects. From the perspective of linguistics, lots of linguists or researchers have paid much attention to the analysis of news language.

2.2.1 Previous Studies on News Language in Western Countries

In western countries, studies on news language started from the perspective of stylistics. Many researchers analyzed news language in terms of stylistics, and David Crystal and Derek Davy, who wrote Investigating English Style (Davy & Crystal, 1969: 2) together, are the representatives. This book, which makes a brief review and conclusion of the achievements and studies on stylistics since 1960s, is always considered as one of the most important works on the analysis of stylistics. In the book Investigating English Style, Davy and Crystal (1969: 174-190) mainly compared the discourse on two different newspapers, namely, The Times and The Daily Express.

Besides, some studies on news language are based on the content of news. Van Dijk (1988) discussed the general structure of news. He made an all-round explanation of the content structure of news, and divided news contents into two parts generally, namely, the summary part and the story part. Consisting headlines and leads, summaries usually gives the main idea of the whole news, while the story part refers to the detailed narration, description or comments about certain news events or people. According to Van Dijk (1988), the most important part of news is the lead, whose main function is to highlight the core contents to a news text.

In addition to the studies reviewed above, researches on particular news genres also attract much attention from concerning scholars. Toolan (1988: 50-66) laid special emphasis on the language of the advertising articles on newspapers. According to Toolan’s research, advertisements on newspapers always take a much better use of their headlines than other news genres, and they always emphasize the eye-catching and introduction functions of news headlines.

Some other researchers mainly studied the comparatively micro aspects of news language. For example, Todd and O’ Donnell (1991: 88-103) compared and contrasted the linguistic and paralinguistic characteristics of The Guardian and The Sun, and similarly, they paid special attention to the analysis of news headlines’ linguistic characteristics mainly on the lexical and grammatical levels.
2.2.2 Previous Studies on News Language in China

Basing on the contents of news, Wu Qianlong (2001) concluded that news reports are mainly made up of three parts, namely, the headline, the lead and the body, and each part has its own linguistic features. Gao Chao (2006) studied the headlines of certain English news written by Chinese reporters in China, and found that the linguistic style of such news reports’ headlines is inevitably influenced by the culture of our nationality and language.

Some researchers focused on the study of different categories of news reports, such as sports news, economic news, political news, etc. Dou Weilin and Dong Jirong (2006) contrasted the different structures of writing of economic news reports between Financial Times and China Daily. According to their researches, the reason why structures of writing are different in the two newspapers is that the thinking patterns of Chinese people vary greatly from the ones of the people from western countries.

Since the 20th century, especially during recent ten years, with the rapid development of systematic-functional linguistics and cognitive linguistics, many linguists started to analyze news language according to the theoretical framework of these two means. Researchers began to realize the subjective elements of journalists, and tried to explain such factors through the analysis of news language.

Qiu Yanping (2003) studied the linguistic characteristics and functions the news reports’ first sentences from Voice of America (VOA) quantitatively. In her thesis, Qiu used concrete data to show the reasonability of six basic components of news reports, namely, five “W” and one “H”. The thesis “The Stylistic Features of English International Political News” written by Yang Xueyan (2004) mainly described the stylistic characteristics of certain English news at the level of syntax through a quantitative analysis.

As for the subjective elements in news reports, some Chinese scholars also analyze the language of news based on the theories of appraisal system. Through a contrast and comparison of the appraisal words between Chinese and English hard news on the event of an earthquake of central China, Wang Zhenhua (2004) found that the ideology of different countries may strongly influence the standpoints of news reports, even though hard news is universally considered as one of the most objective types of articles. Xin Bin (2006) discussed the differences of the reported speeches’ functional features between the news on China Daily and the ones on New York Times. According to his studies, Xin concluded that New York Times is less objective than China Daily in terms of their reported speeches, and he claimed that there is a balance point existing in newspapers between their social role and the objectivity of their articles.

Recent years, as corpus linguistics develops and draws increasingly more attention from concerning researchers, many Chinese linguists began to make quantitative studies based on some particular corpora. Such studies can be carried out in different linguistic levels, such as the level of lexicon, syntax, semantics, and so on. Basing on a self-established corpora, Wang Laping and Ma Xiaoyan (2008: 68-78) contrasted the differences of notional verbs between the news in Beijing Review and the ones in The Economist, and they found that the news language of Beijing Review is much more persuasive than that of The Economist, as Chinese journalists usually use more positive and impressive verbs in their news reports.

2.2.3 Summary

To put it in a nutshell, studies on news language have received lots of attention from a great many concerning researchers both in western countries and in China. Linguistic features of the language of news reports have been researched from various linguistic levels, such as lexical level, syntactic level, textual level, grammatical level, etc., and certain researches have already made great achievements and have practical significance. 

However, in terms of the concerning studies in China, some researches are still not quite comprehensive, even though studies on news language developed rapidly recent ten years, and even some studies might be stereotyped or intuitive. Additionally, most researches on the characteristics of subjectivity in news language are based on the systematic-functional linguistics, and the amount of the studies based on cognitive linguistic theories is still comparatively small.

2.3 Conclusion
From what has been reviewed above, one can conclude that: on the one hand, the characteristics of the subjectivity of language is a relatively popular topic nowadays, and studies concerning this topic are carried out on different linguistic levels both from synchronic and diachronic perspectives; on the other hand, studies on news language have already been done from various linguistic perspectives within different theoretical frameworks, and most related researches are carried out from the systematic-functional linguistic approach. The number of the studies on subjectivity in English news language based on cognitive linguistic theories is still relatively small.

Accordingly, this thesis attempts to discuss the characteristics of subjectivity in the language of English news on the basis of the theoretical framework of cognitive linguistics, and tries to give a comparatively comprehensive description of the subjective expressions in the language of English news at three different linguistic levels. 

Chapter Three Theoretical Framework
This thesis mainly tries to give an analysis to the characteristic of subjectivity in the language of English news from the perspective of cognitive linguistics, and this chapter is going to provide the related theories that are used in this study. The chapter consists of two sections, and the first section mainly talks about the concerning concepts of subjectivity, while the second section mainly focuses on the language view of Langacker, especially his Construal Theory.

3.1 Subject, Subjectivity and Subjectification
In order to judge whether a linguistic expression is subjective or not, one should know the conception of subjectivity firstly. When one discusses the concept of subjectivity, another two conceptions, subject and subjectification, should not be neglected so as to let people get a comprehensive understanding of the concept of subjectivity and avoid the confusion among these three concepts.

The concept of subjectivity was originated from the domain of philosophical study, and it is regarded as a basic characteristic which could decide the identity of the subject (吴彩霞, 1991: 8). In the domain of linguistics, the French linguist Benveniste (1971: 224) defines subjectivity as an ability with which a speaker can regard him or herself as the “subject”. Here, Benveniste puts an emphasis on the connection between the syntactic subject and the speaking subject. Benveniste believes that “language is so structured that it allows each speaking subject to adjust him or herself to a whole language by indicating him or herself as the syntactic subject ‘I’” (Benveniste, 1971: 226). The foundation of linguistic subjectivity is that the “self” in language refers to the person who utters “self”, which is decided by the linguistic identity of human beings.
Besides Benveniste, the British linguist, John Lyons, gives out a definition of subjectivity which is widely accepted nowadays. According to Lyons (1982:102), subjectivity refers to a feature of language with which the imprint of the speaker’s self can always be reflected through discourse. Lyons believes that when the speaker utters some discourse, he or she also expresses his or her stances, attitudes and emotions towards the discourse, the events or the hearers, which leaves the imprint of “self” in his or her discourse. 
From the definitions presented above, one can find that “subject” usually refers to the speaker or narrator who can utters some discourse freely and actively, which is obviously different from the conception of subjectivity. 
In addition to subject and subjectivity, subjectification is also studied widely in the field of linguistics. According to Figenan (1995:61), subjectification refers to “the structures or strategies that languages evolve themselves”. Just as the studies of Traugott which has been reviewed in the second chapter of the thesis, subjectification refers to the dynamic process of the gradual change in the subjective meaning of certain words or linguistic expressions, which is also quite different from the comparatively static and synchronic conception of subjectivity.
In this study, the concept which should be focused is the synchronic conception, subjectivity, but not the speaker who utters certain discourse or the evolutionary process of some subjective expressions. The definition of subjectivity presented by Lyons above is mainly adopted as the working definition within this thesis.
3.2 Langacker’s Construal Theory

The basic idea of Langacker’s Cognitive Grammar is that language expressions are based on people’s perception and cognition of the outside world, and language structures are decided by human cognition system and the semantic structure of a language. Langacker’s study on semantic structures and grammar is mainly based on the description of people’s cognitive capability and cognitive style, which is quite different from formal semantics, as the latter holds the view that sentence meaning is its truth-conditions. In Langacker’s opinion, besides the abstract concept, people’s experience is also included in the meaning of a language expression. Langacker (2004) believes that there are many different factors, such as functional factors, semantic factors, and pragmatic factors, existing in language which can constrain or dominate the lexicon and syntax of the language, and thus, lexicon or syntax is not autonomous in language. Different from the ideas of formal semantics, Cognitive Grammar is of the opinion that meaning is a mental phenomenon which should be analyzed in terms of people’s cognitive processing (Langacker, 2004: 98). Accordingly, it is not difficult to realize that Cognitive Grammar emphasized the importance of the cognitive subject, and its theory paid a lot attention to the subjective elements in meaning. Thus, it provides a new and reasonable perspective to study the characteristic of subjectivity in language.
3.2.1 Subjective Construal

The Construal Theory is proposed by a famous American cognitive linguist, Langacker, and the theory is called Imagery Theory initially. In his Foundations of Cognitive Grammar (Langacker, 2004), Langacker discussed the concept of image and imagery in detail, emphasizing that people’s perspective and analysis of explanation is a key to comprehend semantic structures and grammar. Image or imagery is a term that is first discussed in Cognitive Psychology, and it refers to the abstract characterization which is taken shape according to the cognitive subject’s experience and perceptual sensation of the outside world. The experience and perception can be stored in human brain permanently, and be used by people to do further thinking or expressing. The term of image or imagery also can be used to refer to the occurrence of a perception which comes without its corresponding input. The term imagery is borrowed to describe the cognitive capability that people can use various ways or perspectives to observe or construe the same situation, as different people usually have different purposes or thoughts when giving out certain expressions. Besides, different people may select different features of the same situation as the explicit parts, and they may also use language of various levels of specificity to describe it (Langacker, 2004: 110). Consequently, the reason why different readers give various comprehensions to the same situation is that different grammatical structures may form different images in their brain. For example:

(a) Peter sent a letter to Mary.

(b) Peter sent Mary a letter.

Sentence (a) used the preposition to, and it pays a special attention to the path in which the letter was sent with Mary as the destination. Compared with sentence (a), sentence (b) lays more emphasis on the resulting state in which Mary got the letter. Thus, one can easily see that different facet of the same scene is emphasized through various grammatical structures, and the differences in grammatical structure lead to different images which affect people’s comprehension in turn. According to Langacker’s study, one can say that different images have been embodied by the constructions in (a) and (b).

The general syntactic rules are not the only criteria for one to judge whether a sentence is grammatical or not. Whether a sentence is acceptable or unacceptable can be largely decided by the semantic compatibility of the images embodied in the sentence, and that is why some grammatical structures are preferred over the others when describing a scene. For example:

(c) Peter threw a little stone to the gate.

(d) Peter threw the gate a little stone.

(e) Peter gave a new coat of paint to the gate.

(f) Peter gave the gate a new coat of paint.

Obviously, sentence (c) is much more acceptable than sentence (d), as the gate is conventionally construed as a fixed object, and it is easier for one to regard the gate as the destination of a path rather than the possessor of a little stone. On the contrary, sentence (f) is usually regarded as more well-formed than sentence (e), since it is difficult to imagine the path in which the paint moved.

Image embodied in a sentence is a real phenomenon which usually plays a crucial role in helping people to understand each other. On the one hand, speakers or writers need to convert the image in their brain into the explicit language. On the other hand, hearers or readers have to recover the oral or written language back to images so as to understand its meaning. This process can be vividly understood as the operational process of a television station. “Television stations convert the image information into television signals, and then televisions recover the TV signals into image information” (赵艳芳, 2001: 134).

According to the Imagery Theory, subjectivity in human language is taken as a crucial element for comprehension or grammatical analysis. As is known to us all, such comprehension can not be made without the related cognitive processing. In order to avoid confusion with the concepts in psychology, Langacker has changed the term Imagery Theory into Construal Theory in 2002. Compared with imagery, which seems attach more importance to the cognitive results, the term construal puts more emphasis on the subjectivity of human, and pays more attention to the behavior and process of cognition.
3.2.2 Perspective and Salience

According to Langacker (2004: 110-132), the Construal Theory is mainly made up of the following five different aspects: specificity, scope, background, perspective and salience. Specificity refers to the various levels of accuracy from which people describe or construe a situation or thing, and different levels of specificity in observation may lead to various construal results. Scope refers to the content configuration of a concept which is activated by the outside world, and it consists of at least two parts, namely base and profile. The concept of scope is almost the equivalence of cognitive domain, which could decide the facets of a thing that are paid special attention to during the process of construal. Background refers to the knowledge or information that speakers or writers have owned already, which could provide lots of presuppositions during the cognition. Concerning the relative relationships between the observer and the observed objects, perspective refers to the angle that people employ to observe or describe things. As for salience, it reflects people’s cognitive ability of deciding and fixing the orientation and focus of their attention. As during the process of observation or construal, some objects or parts are always much more prominent than others. From the contents of Langacker’s Construal Theory, one may find that these five principles explain the subjective elements of construal from different facets. Among the principles, many scholars believe that perspective and salience are much more basic than others, as specificity, scope and background can be explained from one’s selection of perspective and salience to some extent. Thus, in this paper, aspects of perspective and salience are mainly adopted in order to analyze the subjectivity in the language of English news.

3.2.2.1 Perspective

Perspective refers to the angle that people take to observe or describe things, and it is the relative relation between the observer and the object being observed. An observer’s perspective may have a direct influence on the result of observation, which could reflect different means of cognition and lead to quite different linguistic expressions or understandings. Just like an ancient Chinese poetry goes: “横看成岭侧成峰, 远近高低各不同”. When being observed from different perspectives, the same physical object “庐山(Mount Lu)” could be a ridge (“岭”), and it also could be a peak (“峰”), which are quite different results. Such phenomenon also could happen in linguistic expressions. For example:

(g) The cat is in front of the tree.

(h) The cat is behind the tree.
These two sentences would be used to describe the same objective scene when the speaker chooses different perspectives of observation, which can be illustrated in the following figure:
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Figure 3.1 Relationships between Cat and Tree

When the speaker looks at the cat from point O (towards the orientation of Y), he or she will probably make sentence (g). However, when the speaker describes the location of the cat from point O’ (along the direction of Y’), he or she will probably employ sentence (h). Different perspectives of observation lead to various images in the visual field of an observer, and then the images map in the observer or the speaker’s mind and would be encoded into different linguistic expressions (such as sentence (g) and (h)) at last. In Figure 3.1, “OY” and “O’Y’” just reflect the different perspectives of the observer or speaker.

According to Langacker (2004: 123), perspective is composed of two different parts, namely, vantage point and orientation. Vantage point refers to the position or point on which a physical object or scene is observed (like O and O’ in Figure 3.1). It also is the viewpoint that a speaker depends upon when observing certain physical object or scene. Orientation is the direction from which a physical object or scene is observed (like Y and Y’ in Figure 3.1). An orientation could help an observer to limit the possible range of certain physical object or scene from a fixed vantage point. Different vantage points and orientations may lead to different images in a speaker’s mind, which would result in various linguistic expressions of the same objective scene (like sentence (g) and sentence (h)).

Besides the perspectives in real world or objective world, Langacker also argues that perspectives can be mapped or conceptualized into one’s psychological world or subjective world. The subjective perspectives involve lots of subjective factors of the speaker, such as attitudes, values, feelings, etc. With these factors, perspective may reflect an observer or speaker’s personality through various semantic structures in a sentence. For example:

    (i) My homework is already half-finished.

(j) My homework is still half-unfinished.
Sentence (i) reflects the speaker’s optimistic attitude or satisfaction towards the coming completion of his or her homework. Sentence (j), however, indicates that the speaker observes his or her finishing of homework from a pessimistic perspective, which may show that he or she has a lot of problems in homework and perhaps feels disappointed. Different subjective factors may lead to various subjective construal of the same objective thing or scene, which also could result in linguistic expressions. Accordingly, perspective is a crucial aspect for one to analyze the characteristic of subjectivity in the language of English news.

3.2.2.2 Salience

Human being has the cognitive capability of fixing the direction and focus of one’s attention. When one observes a thing or a scene, certain part of it may become the most prominent part of the thing or scene, and would probably attract the observer’s attention. Generally speaking, figures in motion are easier for one to focus than the stable ones which are easily to be perceived as the backgrounds. For example, a flying bird is more likely to be noticed than the stable tree. 

Langacker (2004: 212) referred this construal phenomenon as salience or prominence, which can be divided into two types generally. The first type of salience involves two aspects, namely, profile and base. In Langacker’s opinion, profile and base can be joined together to describe the meaning of a word. The base of a word is all the related cognitive domains that are needed in the understanding of a word’s meaning, while the profile refers to the maximally prominent part included in the base. For instance, in order to understand “hypotenuse”, one should know the concept of “right triangle” first. That is to say, the cognitive domain of “right triangle” is the base or foundation of the comprehension of “hypotenuse”, and “hypotenuse”, as a part that is focused, becomes the profile.

The other type of salience also consists of two parts, namely, trajector and landmark. When describing relationships in a complicated scene with different participants, an observer could not give equal attention to each participant. The one that is maximally prominent within a relational profile is known as trajector according to Construal Theory (Langacker, 2004: 214). Its counterpart, landmark, plays the role of a reference point in identifying the trajector, and landmark reflects the less prominent entities within a relational profile.

One should notice that both trajector and landmark are salient in a relationship, though trajector is much more prominent than landmark within a relational profile, which is different from profile and base. For instance:

(k) Point A is located in the middle of point B and C on the hypotenuse.

The relation described by sentence (k) could be illustrated in the following figure:
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Figure 3.2 Profile-Base and Trajector-Landmark
    In figure 3.2, the hypotenuse is bolded and salient, and is focused as the profile. In order to comprehend “hypotenuse”, one should first know “right-angled triangle”. Thus, as the base, the right-angled triangle provided the necessary foundation for comprehension. As the most prominent point in the figure, point A plays the role of trajector, while B and C the landmark.

According to Construal Theory (Ungerer & Schmid, 1996: 277), grammatical constructions are the reflection of a speaker’s subjective conceptualization of the objective real world to a large extent, and salience is a crucial principle in the process of such conceptualization. As trajector-landmark is used to describe relations between participants, Langacker employed the construal characteristic of “trajector-relation -landmark” to explain the syntactic structure “subject-verb-complement”. Langacker regards the subject of a sentence as trajector with the complement as landmark, and the verb in a sentence shows the relationships between the subject (trajector) and the complement (landmark). For example:

(l) Frank kicked a football.

(m) A football was kicked by Frank.

In sentence (l), “Frank” is in motion and is much easier to be focused. Thus, “Frank” plays the role of trajector. Comparatively, “a football” is static, and it becomes the landmark. Such result of construal reflects in language, and makes “Frank” become the subject and “a football” the object of the sentence. On the contrary, the speaker of sentence (m) regards “a football” as the trajector, and makes it become the subject while the landmark “Frank” as the object. Accordingly, the difference in salience of construal also could result in various linguistic expressions, even though the described scene has no change. This is another important aspect in the analysis of the subjectivity of language.

3.2.2.3 Summary

From the discussion and analysis above, one could find that both perspective and salience could lead to subjective representations in language. It also can be noticed that perspective and salience are closely connected with each other, as different perspectives may cause various salient objects within the same scene. Like the sense expressed by “横看成岭侧成峰”, many linguistic representations of subjectivity are caused by the combined effects of these two aspects in Construal Theory, and even the other principles of Construal Theory can be explained from the choice of perspective and salience. Thus, we mainly focus on these two principles of Construal Theory in this thesis.

Chapter Four Detailed Analysis of Subjectivity in the Language of English News
This chapter will analyze the detailed linguistic expressions or performance of subjectivity in English news. The subjectivity of news English will be analyzed mainly from three aspects, namely, the aspect of lexicon, the aspect of syntax and the aspect of text.

4.1 Subjectivity of English News Language in Deixis

    At the level of lexicon, there exist many words or expressions that could reflect the characteristic of subjectivity in language, such as certain adverbs, model verbs, deictic words, etc. In this part, however, the thesis mainly focuses on English deixis. From the previous studies we reviewed above, one may find that the amount of studies on this aspect is comparatively large, which provides a lot of theoretical foundations for the study on subjectivity in news language. Additionally, it is believed that the subjective elements contained in deixis are obvious, and certain words or expressions even contain subjectivity in their linguistic structures. Thus, here the writer takes deixis and as a typical representative of the reflections of subjectivity in English news language at lexical level.

In terms of the linguistic structures of certain words or expressions, some words themselves are encoded with the language user’s subjective elements, and have the “self” imprint in their semantic meaning. Deixis is a typical representative among them (吴一安, 2003: 403), and many linguists claim that deictic word always have the characteristic of egocentricity, which means that deixis is generally used in an egocentric way. From this perspective, the linguistic phenomenon of deixis itself has a quite close relationship with the feature of subjectivity in language.

4.1.1 English Deixis

The word “deixis” originated from Greek language, and is usually used to indicate or point things. Deixis is so widely used in our utterance that it is the first field that researchers studies in the domain of linguistic pragmatics. According to John Lyons (1977: 636), the phenomenon of deixis in language refers to “the function of personal and demonstrative pronouns, of tense and of a variety of other grammatical and lexical features which relate utterances to the spatio-temporal co-ordinates of the act of utterance”.

Towards the classification of deictic words, many linguists, such as Buhler, Lyons, Fillmore, Levinson, etc. have concerning studies (郭聿楷, 1995). Among all the concerning studies, Levinson’s classification of deictic words is widely accepted in the domain of pragmatics. According to the semantic content of deictic words, Levinson divided deixis into five groups, namely, person deixis, time deixis, place deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis. Person deixis mainly consists of personal pronouns, such as the first person pronouns (“I”, “we”, etc.), the second person pronouns (“you”, “your”, etc.) and the third person pronouns (“he”, “she”, “they”, etc.). Time deixis is mainly performed by the adverbials that related to time, such as now, then, today, etc. and certain expressions which are composed of “this, that, last, next, etc.” and words referring to units of time like “week, month, year, morning, etc.”. Place deixis, or spatial deixis mainly refers to the words indicating a specific location relating to the place of a deictic centre. Place deictic words mainly consist of the demonstrative pronouns (“this” and “that”), the place adverbs (“here” and “there”), certain verbs of motion (“come”, “go”, “bring”, etc.), and so on. Discourse deixis is also known as textual deixis. It is a type of deixis which is not quite clearly to be identified. According to Yule, discourse deixis refers to “the use of expressions within some utterance to refer to some portion of the discourse that contains that utterance (including the utterance itself)” (Yule, 2000: 10). Social deixis refers to the deictic words or expressions that are used for referring to the social status of the hearers in discourse according to the social relationships between the speaker and the hearer, and this type of deixis mainly consists of the personal pronouns and address terms. Such deictic words or expressions usually can reflect the social class or status of the participants in discourse, such as the personal pronoun “您” in Chinese.

As deictic words or expressions always has the property of egocentricity, and space deixis is rather typical in referring things based on the speaker’s self, here we mainly focus on space deictic words as the study object of this research.

4.1.2 Subjectivity of English Deixis

Many linguists, such as Levinson, Lyons, Langacker, etc., believe that deictic words and expressions are egocentric. Taking spatial deixis as an example, one may find that the words, like “this”, “that”, “here”, “there”, “come”, “go”, etc., always have one thing in common. All these words’ starting point or deictic centre is the speaker, which also reflects that language is more or less expressing the speaker’s subjective elements. When one makes an analysis of the semantic components of “this” and “that”, one may get the following four sememes: [ego], [pointing], [target] and [distance]. The four sememes are closely connected with each other: [ego] is the basic point of [pointing]; [pointing] is directional, and indicates the direction of [target]; [distance] is the length of the path starting from [ego] and ending with [target]. The sememe [distance] can be subdivided into [close] and [non-close] for “this” and “that”, as “this” usually indicates [close], while “that” indicates [non-close]. 

From what we have analyzed above, one may find that [ego] is a crucial semantic component in deixis. No matter whether spatial deixis indicates [close] or [non-close] things, the starting point is always [ego], and the semantic component [ego] is embodied as the speaker him or herself during the process of verbal communication. That is to say, the one who uses such words in their utterances will also regard him or herself as the starting point and foothold of indicating, which reflects that the understanding of deixis cannot get rid of the subjective factors of the speaker’s [ego]. Accordingly, in terms of their linguistic structures, deictic words or expressions involve the concepts of “self expressing” in their semantic components, and thus the comprehension of such words or expressions should not ignore the influence of subjectivity.

Besides the [ego] encoded in the linguistic structure of deixis, many scholars also believe that spatial deictic words or expressions not only can reflect the physical distance in real world, but also could reveal the psychological distance in one’s mental world. According to Langacker’s view of language, meaning is not the truth values of a sentence, but is the related conceptual contents which are quite closely connected to human’s psychological experiences. On this level, the four sememes of spatial deixis can be mapped in one’s mind through conceptualization. Towards the sememe [distance], it can be used to refer to one’s psychological distance through conceptualization by selecting different deictic words in order to alienate or close the indicated things from the psychological level, which could reveal a speaker’s emotion or stance, and reflect the characteristic of subjectivity to a large extent. For example:

(a) I was looking at this little puppy in a cage with such a sad look on its face. It was like, ‘Oh, I’m so unhappy here, will you set me free?’

(b) An unpleasant smell being sniffed by the speaker, he would probably say, ‘I don’t like that’. (Yule, 2000:13)

In sentence (a), the speaker him or herself is by no means in the puppy’s cage, which reflects that indicated object is physically distant. Instead of “there”, however, the speaker selects the adverb “here” to refer to the physically non-close cage. Similarly, the speaker was in the atmosphere of the smell when he or she said the words in sentence (b), but the speaker did not use “this” to indicate the physically close smell. According to Construal Theory, human “has the ability to construal the same situation in many different ways” (Langacker, 1990: 45), and towards the various conceptualization of [distance] in human’s psychological world, different perspectives of construal could provide a reasonable explanation. 
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Figure 4.1 Different construal perspectives in Sentence (a)

S=speaker, P=the little puppy
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Figure 4.2 Different construal perspectives in Sentence (b)

S=speaker
As is illustrated in figure 4.1 and figure 4.2, the position of vantage point is different between real world and psychological world both in sentence (a) and sentence (b). In figure 4.1, the physical vantage point of the speaker is outside the puppy’s cage actually. However, the vantage point changed its location into the puppy’s cage when mapped in the psychological world of the speaker. As the speaker chose the puppy’s position as his or her vantage point of observing, he or she became much closer to the cage and the puppy, and their distance became so close that the speaker even performed the role of the puppy. Consequently, the construal perspective let the speaker use “here” rather than “there” to indicate the cage. Though “here” in the cage is not the position of the person uttering the words, it is the location of the person playing the role of the puppy. By uttering “here”, the speaker also expressed his or her sympathy towards the puppy in cage, and he or she may totally agree with the idea of setting the puppy free. Also, the changing of vantage point can be used to lengthen the psychological distance between the speaker and the indicated object. According to figure 4.2, one may find that the vantage point of the speaker changed from in the atmosphere to out of the atmosphere of the smell. As a result, in sentence (b), the speaker used “that” to alienate the distance between the speaker’s ego and the unpleasant smell. Additionally, by using “that”, the speaker also expressed his or her own negative attitude (dislike) towards this smell, which is by no means the objective description of a scene, but a subjective reflecting of the speaker’s feelings or attitudes.

From what has been discussed above, one may know that the relationship between deixis and subjectivity is quite close. Taking spatial deictic words as an exemplification, one could find that they can let a speaker express [ego] on the level of linguistic structure, and they also can help a speaker to reflect other subjective elements (feeling, attitude, stance, etc.) through the various selection of linguistic forms on the level of cognition or construal. Just as what has been analyzed in sentence (a) and sentence (b), different perspective may lead to different construal, and the construal may be encoded into various linguistic forms, which could reflect the characteristic of subjectivity in language.

4.1.3 Analysis of Spatial Deixis in Collected News Articles

Since English spatial deixis has close relationship with the subjectivity of language, such subjectivity also could be reflected from the language of English news. Here, for the convenience of discussion, we select two pairs of common deictic pronouns and proverbs, “this”, “that”, “here” and “there” as exemplification. According to the indicative function of spatial deixis, we divided the four spatial deixis in collected English news into two groups, namely, [close]-indicating (“this” and “here”) and [non-close]-indicating (“that” and “there”).

	Spatial deixis
	Occurrence in BBC
	Occurrence in CNN
	Occurrence in China  Daily
	Total
	Valid

	this
	49
	37
	30
	116
	116

	that
	109
	119
	92
	320
	29

	here
	4
	6
	2
	12
	12

	there
	27
	12
	10
	49
	5


Table 4.1 Frequency of Occurrence of “this”, “that”, “here”, and “there” in Selected News

Table 4.1 simply gives a descriptive statistics to the frequency of occurrence of the relatively common used place deictic words in the collected 45 English news articles. According to the data in the table above, one can find that the total frequency of occurrence of “that” and “there” is larger than that of “this” and “here”, but the valid frequency of “this” and “here” is much higher than their counterparts correspondingly. The reason why this happens is that there are many “there-structures” and “that-clause” existing in the selected news texts, and the function of the words in these two grammatical structures is not indicating. Thus, one can say that “this” and “here” ([close]-indicating) are much more frequently used than “that” and “there” ([non-close]-indicating) in the collected English news articles.

4.1.3.1 Application of [Close]-Indicating Deixis

[Close]-indicating refers to the deictic words that are used to indicate things or objects which are close to the space where the utterances are being made and the time when the utterances are being made. Due to the specificity of journalese, timeliness and facticity are usually regarded as the crucial characteristics of news, and these two characters are always reflected as the concept of “happening in this very place at this very time” in language. Thus, the [close]-indicating spatial deictic words are more frequently than those [non-close]-indicating ones in news texts in order to let the journalists report “what is happening here and now” (陈晨, 2009: 35-47). Such phenomenon also can be reflected in table 4.1 above. 

In the collected news articles, however, some [close]-indicating deictic words are also used to refer to things that are not “happening here and now” in the spatiotemporal environment of the journalist’s real world. Here, we mainly focus on the application of “this” and “here” in the collected news articles. For example:

 (1) The people here yearn for more than the music of the Mao era; they miss the days when China's Communist Party was known for its honesty. (December 5th, 2014, BBC News, “China corruption campaign: On the trail of Zhou Yongkang”) 

In example (1), the journalist of BBC describes a group of people who sang songs on a square in Beijing, China, and is going to present the main content of the trail of Zhou Yongkang in the following contents. One could know that the BBC journalist could not stay on the square mentioned in the news during the whole time of completing this news article, and the scene described in the news could by no means happen at the time when the news was being written either. However, the journalist selected to use “here” rather that “there” to refer to the news event. According to Construal Theory, the construal perspective of sentence (1)’s journalist can be illustrated as followings:
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Figure 4.3 Construal perspectives in Example (1)

J=journalist of BBC, R=readers of the news, P=people on the square in Beijing, China

    From figure 4.3, we could see that the distance between the journalist and the described scene is shortened by switching the perspective (mainly, vantage point) from the journalist of BBC in real world to the people on the square in Beijing, China, and make the distance in psychological world become very short. Just as what has been illustrated in figure 4.3, the shortening of the distance between journalist and the described scene in the psychological world also let the readers of the news feel that they are quite close to the scene described in the news article as well. It even takes the readers from their actual space to the space of the news event, and let them experience the vividness and facticity of this news. Besides, the changing of construal perspectives achieved by the employment of [close]-indicating deictic words also can switch the starting point of deixis from the physical space of either the journalists’ or the readers’ to the space of the people in the news events. Such change could lead to the empathetic effect, for another instance:

(2) Ultimately, this campaign hopes to shore up the party's legitimacy, so it retains power. (September 14th, 2014, BBC News, “Can Xi Jinping's Mao-style clean-up campaign revive public trust?”)

In this example, “this” is used to indicate the anti-corruption campaign of China’s government. Generally speaking, the journalist of Great Britain should use a [non-close] deictic word to refer to the event happened in China. Still, the journalist employs “this” instead of “that” to indicate the “campaign” in this news article. Similar to example (1), a change of perspective also takes place here, and makes the psychological distance between the BBC journalist and the Chinese campaign become close, which also achieve a type of empathetic effect. Lyons (1995) defines the phenomenon that deictic words lead to the empathetic effect in discourse as empathetic deixis. Lyons (1995) believes that when a speaker holds a positive attitude towards something, he or she always inclines to employ the [close]-indicating deixis. Consequently, in example (2), the journalist’s changing of his perspective in psychological world not only shortened the distance between himself and China’s campaign, but also reflected the BBC journalist’s subjective agreement on our country’s anti-corruption campaign. Such subjective elements of a news journalist could be shared through news articles with the readers, and influence their feelings or attitudes subtly by changing their construal perspective according to the news journalist’s perspective.

4.1.3.2 Application of [Non-close]-Indicating Deixis

[Non-close]-indicating deictic words are used to indicate things or objects which are far away from the space where the utterances are being made and the time when the utterances are being made. In the selected news articles, [non-close]-indicating words are comparatively seldom used except that there’s clear evidence that the journalist is really far away from the place where the reported news events happened. However, [non-close]-indicating deixis also could be used to refer to close things or events to the journalist in the collected news articles. For example:

(3) That momentum is still growing and will soon become unstoppable, as people reject the Downing Street-orchestrated campaign to talk Scotland down. (September 13th, 2014, BBC News, “Scottish independence: Business row marks weekend campaign”)
“That” in example (3) is used to refer to the momentum of Scottish independence in Great Britain. Towards the events happened in Britain, BBC journalist should have employ the [close]-indicating words to refer to it in terms of the spatiotemporal environment of the journalist. However, the journalist employed “that” to indicate this domestic momentum, which reflects a changing in the construal perspectives of the journalist (see figure 4.4). Through the changing of construal perspectives, the journalist lengthened the psychological distance between himself and the momentum, which also reflects that the journalist or even the media organization (BBC) holds a negative attitude towards this momentum. Similarly, the negative attitude of the journalist’s could be shared through the employment of [non-close]-indicating deixis in news, and let readers have sense of alienation towards this event psychologically when they read the news.
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Figure 4.4 Construal perspectives in Example (3)

J=journalist of BBC, R=readers of the news, M= momentum of Scottish independence

(4) Russia denies sending direct military help to the rebels, insisting that any Russian soldiers there are “volunteers”. (September 14th, 2014, BBC News, “Ukraine PM says Russia wants to 'restore Soviet Union'”)
In this news, the Russian speaker denies sending military help to Ukrainian rebels and uses “there” to refer to the Russian soldiers in Ukraine. “There” in example (4) shows at least two aspects of meaning. On the one hand, the Russian speaker was not staying at the battlefield when he was making these utterances. On the other hand, he deliberately lengthened the distance between himself and the Russian soldiers in Ukraine in order to show Russian government’s negation of sending military help to Ukrainian rebels. When the journalist of BBC reported this in his news, he maintained the construal perspective of the Russian speaker in the news event. Through using the perspective of the Russian speaker, the journalist not only reports the event factually, but also let readers find the “deliberate negation” of Russian government, and even reflected the journalist’s own stance or attitude towards Russian government.
4.1.4 Summary

This part mainly talks about the subjectivity of English news language which is reflected through deixis. Due to the semantic structure of deictic words, deixis is closely connected with the speaker’s ego. From what has been discussed above, one may find that speakers’ subjective attitudes, stance and feelings are also closely associated with the selection of deixis. Through account of the frequency of spatial deictic words “this”, “that”, “here” and “there” in collected news articles, we find that [close]-indicating deixis occurs more frequently than [non-close]-indicating ones. Besides the special requirements of news style, this phenomenon may greatly relate to the conceptualization of “psychological distance” according to Langacker’s Construal Theory. By changing the construal perspectives, people could lengthen or shorten the psychological distance between the object and themselves in order to show alienated or close relationships and negative or positive attitudes towards something or some place (Lakoff, 1987: 75). The example analysis above shows that the employment of [close] or [non-close]-indicating deixis is not totally decided by the physical distance in the speaker’s real world, but is determined by considering the psychological distance in one’s mental world which is formed according to the different choice of construal perspectives. Accordingly, news journalists could select to employ different words or expressions in their news articles according to their various subjective purposes.

4.2 Subjectivity of English News Language in Word Order

In this part, we mainly discuss the subjectivity of English new language at the level of syntax. Still, we cannot exhaust all the subjective linguistic performance at syntactic level, and here we attempt to make a detailed explanation of the subjectivity of news language revealed from the word order of different sentences.
4.2.1 Subjectivity of Word Order

As is known to us all, language is linear, or one could say that human language is one-dimensional. The objective real world, in which we live, however, is multi-dimensional. Consequently, when one use the one-dimensional language to describe or reflect the multi-dimensional world, he needs to decide which parts are presented firstly, secondly, thirdly, etc., and this is the problem of word order. Word order refers to the order arrangement of linguistic units within the multi-level symbolic system of language (范晓, 1999: 77). Word order could make people’s perception or cognition of objective multi-dimensional world get reflected at the level of syntax (王寅, 2006: 30).

Langacker believes that Embodied Philosophy is the foundation of Cognitive Linguistics, and the concept of experience is a crucial notion in this philosophy. In Cognitive Grammar, Langacker argues that syntactic rules are the results and reflections of human’s perceptional experience of the objective world, and believes that “a grammatical construction inherently serves to structure meaning according to human’s mental experience” (Langacker, 1987: 38). According to the principle of salience in Construal Theory, some parts of a thing may be more obvious, and usually preponderate in cognition as the trajector, while the less prominent ones usually play the roles of referential points as the landmark. When such mental experience is conceptualized in a speaker’s psychological world, the most prominent things (trajector) may be encoded at the most salient place in a sentence, while others at the less prominent places. As is agreed by most people, the most salient place of a sentence usually is the beginning of a sentence. Thus, the word order of a sentence is determined by the various degrees of salience of different participants in a scene. Basing on this, Langacker employs the construal characteristic of “trajector-relation-landmark” to explain the syntactic structure “subject-verb-complement”, holding the view that the latter is the concrete reflection of the former. Certainly, people’s selection of trajector is not always the same. The selection of trajector can be decided by an observer’s methods of cognition, points of focus, orientations of motion, and even personal purposes or habits. That is why people could use different sentences to describe the same scene. For example:

(c) The photo is above the blackboard.

(d) The blackboard is below the photo.
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Figure 4.5 Difference of Salience in Construing the Same Scene

IS=immediate scope, MS=maximal scope
Sentence (c) and (d) describe the same scene, but the word order is quite different from each other. Different word order reflects that the speaker’s attention is focused on different objects when speaking different sentences. According to Construal Theory, sentence (c) and (d) actually reflect the speaker’s different cognitive modes in selecting salient things within the same scene (see figure 4.5). In sentence (c), the observer regards photo as the most prominent or important object (trajector), and the less salient or less important blackboard as the landmark which is helpful in identifying the location of the photo. On the contrary, the speaker of sentence (d) considers blackboard as the trajector, and make it the subject of the sentence, while the landmark, photo, as the object. The different choice of the order arrangement within a sentence may be explained from different aspects, such as the convention of human’s cognition (objects in motion are easier to be noticed), people’s individual habits of construal, the specific purposes of construal, etc. No matter what reasons there are, one should admit that the arrangements of word order is subjective as they are largely determined by the observer’s own judgments towards the prominence or importance of each participants within a scene.

Consequently, there’s no denying that the word order of the sentences in English news also should be arranged according to a journalist’s subjective construal. In the language of English news, the order of various participants and the arrangement of theme and rheme also should rely on a news journalist’s egocentric value judgments. Subjectivity of word order also could reflect the characteristic of subjectivity of news language at the syntactic level.

4.2.2 Theme and Rheme

According to the opinions of Prague school, a sentence usually consists of two different parts, namely theme and rheme. Generally speaking, theme is the starting point of a sentence, and its contents mainly include the information that is already known or obvious in the given context. Rheme, on the other hand, usually refers to the new and unknown information within the situation or the purpose of making certain utterance (Thompson, 1996: 287).

Here, we regard theme as the topic or topic developer of a sentence. In news language, it is usually the most important thing, or at least the things or persons that news journalists want readers to pay attention to. Though the arrangements of “theme-rheme” are not always based on the typical word order of a sentence (Subject-Verb-Object), the journalist’s subjective value judgments could always be reflected from word order. When a journalist chooses different aspects of an event as the theme of a sentence in a news report, he or she will reveal his or her own judgment of different degrees of importance or prominence of various participants within the news event. Halliday referred to the theme of a sentence as the “psychological subject” of it, as “it was what the speaker had in his mind to start with, when embarking on the production of the clause” (Halliday, 1994: 30). As theme is usually arranged at the beginning of a sentence, it is always used in a sentence of news to narrate the most crucial things or persons in the news events, which is deeply influenced by the principle of salience of Langacker’s Construal Theory. Thus, the arrangement of “trajector-landmark” also could be used to explain the order of “theme-rheme” in the sentences of English news articles.

4.2.3 Analysis of Themes in Collected News Articles’ Leads

Title, lead and body are known as the three main constitutions of news texts. Lead, as the beginning part of a news text, generally plays a part in introducing the main contents of the whole news. Thus, in order to summarize the main points and attract readers’ attention, a lead of news should have the most crucial and attractive information and the nucleus of the whole news text. Accordingly, the word order of news leads is a crucial aspect that could reflect a news journalist’s subjective choice of trajector and landmark in accordance with the principle of salience in Construal Theory. 

In this part, we select 15 (No.1-15) leads from the collected English news articles randomly as exemplifications so as to examine the news journalists’ subjective judgments of the salience or importance of different information in news events.

No. 1 Despite a highly-publicized anti-corruption drive spearheaded by President Xi Jinping, China's position on an international corruption perceptions index has deteriorated in the past 12 months.( December 3, 2014, CNN )

No. 2 The U.S. Air Force is sending its "tankbusters" back to Europe. (February 13, 2015, CNN)

No. 3 Satellite imagery from 30 March, 7 August 2014 and 30 January 2015 shows the extent of Chinese progress in building an island at Gaven Reefs in the Spratly Islands. (February 17, 2015, CNN)

No. 4 Five more Ukrainian service members have been killed in the past 24 hours, Ukraine's Defense Ministry said Tuesday -- another sign that the truce between the government and pro-Russian separatists is falling apart. (February 17, 2015, CNN)

No. 5 A federal judge in Texas has temporarily blocked President Barack Obama's executive action on immigration, which has drawn opposition from 26 states across the nation. (February 17, 2015, CNN)

No. 6 A row over the intervention of business leaders and banks in the Scottish independence debate has intensified on the final weekend of campaigning. (September 13, 2014, BBC)

No. 7 Former prime minister Tony Blair has urged voters in Scotland to opt for staying in the UK. (September 14, 2014, BBC)

No. 8 The murder of David Haines was an "act of pure evil", David Cameron has said after the release of a video purporting to show the UK hostage's beheading. (September 14, 2014, BBC)

No. 9 Intense fighting has been reported in eastern Ukraine, a day after a peace deal was reached in Minsk. (September 15, 2014, BBC)

No. 10 Ex-security chief Zhou Yongkang, the most senior Chinese official to be investigated for corruption, has been arrested and expelled from the Communist Party, state media report. (December 5, 2014, BBC) 

No. 11 President Xi Jinping met with US President Barack Obama's national security advisor, Susan Rice, Tuesday and called for more strategic trust between the two countries. (September 10, 2014, China Daily)

No. 12 China pledged stronger cooperation with the international community to combat terrorism, as US President Barack Obama announced a “systematic campaign of airstrikes” against Islamic State militants “wherever they exist”. (September 12, 2014, China Daily)

No. 13 The top leaders of China, Russia and Mongolia launched a three-party summit on Thursday, during which President Xi Jinping proposed a three-way economic corridor featuring cross-border infrastructure and trade development. (September 12, 2014, China Daily)

No. 14 The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) has decided to place Zhou Yongkang under investigation for suspected “serious disciplinary violation”. (July 29, 2014, China Daily)

No. 15 Chinese President Xi Jinping's state visit to the United States in September will give a new boost to the development of a new type of major-country relationship, international think tanks said Thursday. (February 12, 2015, China Daily)

Each theme of the fifteen sentences is underlined in the news leads above, and all of the themes are playing the part of the starting point of the sentences. According to the salience principle in Construal Theory, the journalists always put the most salient information at the initial part of a sentence as the theme. As for the fifteen news leads presented above, we can mainly divide them into three categories in accordance with the content of a theme:

1) The salience of the subjects in news leads: 

In lead No. 2, No. 3, No. 7, No. 11, No. 12, No. 13 and No. 14, the part of theme is played by the subject of the sentence. The case that put subject or agent at the initial part of a sentence as the theme takes a large proportion in all these fifteen news leads. Such phenomenon can be explained in accordance with the human’s habitual mode of cognition. Shen Jiaxuan once pointed out that the cognitive and thinking patterns of human beings are generally similar, and the majority of them are based on the rule of “subject of behavior- behavior- object of behavior” or “Agent- Verb- Patient” (沈家煊, 1999: 202). Thus, the subject of a behavior is usually put at the beginning of a sentence, and becomes the theme or the most prominent part of a sentence.

Besides, when there are two or more participants existing in the theme, the news journalist always inclined to put things or people of their own side or country before the things or people of others’ sides or country. For example, in the No. 13 lead above, the theme or subject includes the top leaders of China, Russia and Mongolia, and the journalist of China Daily put China before other two countries at the initial position. This also closely related to the journalist’s subjective value judgment of the psychological distance between themselves and the participants. As a journalist of China Daily, China’s side is closer both physically and psychologically, and thus, the things or people on China’s side are considered to be more prominent or important than the ones of other countries.

2) The salience of the objects in news leads:

    When a sentence employs a passive voice, the object of behavior will be put at the initial part of it and become the theme. Such phenomenon also can be seen from the selected leads above, and lead No. 4 and No. 10 above belong to this category. In these two leads, the objects of behavior are comparatively salient, as the news events are happened to them, and readers may quickly recognize the news’ topic from the objects. For example, in lead No. 4, when readers see “Ukrainian service members”, they would think of the war happened in Ukraine recently. What’s more, the prominence of objects in news leads also could help journalists achieve certain subjective feelings. For instance, in lead No. 10, the journalist put “ex-security chief Zhou Yongkang” at the thematic position, which not only could let readers catch the core person of the news event, but also may remind readers of the crimes he had committed when he was the security chief. By contrast, the writer of lead No. 14 put behavioral subject “the Central Committee of CPC” at the thematic position of the sentence, which may reflect that the news mainly focuses on the sound and wise decision made by “the Central Committee of CPC” in Zhou’s case. By putting the object “ex-security chief Zhou Yongkang” at the initial position, however, the journalist could push news readers to think of Zhou’s corruption crimes, and let readers generate a feeling of hate or criticism in their psychological world, which is actually shared by the writer of the news through the subjective selection of salience.

3) The salience of the events in news leads:

As the transmitting of information is one of the most important purposes of news, putting the news events at the thematic position of news leads is also a common phenomenon in the collected news articles. In the selected news leads above, there are six leads belonging to this group, namely No. 1, No. 5, No. 6, No. 8, No. 9 and No. 15. When the news journalists put the events at the beginning of the leads’ sentence, readers would be easier and quicker to know the important things happened recently, which also obeys the principle of making important things salient during the process of construal. Taking lead No. 6 as an exemplification, one can easily grasp the major information about “the row related to Scottish Independence” in the news and then start to read the body part of the news as soon as possible.

From the selected leads above, one also could recognize that the thematic positions are usually taken by the persons, groups and events. After reading each news article, one could find that the core participants or events are always regarded as the most crucial information of the whole news, and are usually put at the initial position of the first sentence of a news’ lead. Such order arrangement in the sentences of news is based on human’s habitual mode of construal, and is also greatly influenced by the journalists’ subjective judgments of the importance or salience of each participant or event.

4.2.4 Summary

In this part, we mainly examine the subjectivity of English news language which is reflected by the order arrangements of themes in the sentences of collected news leads. The arrangements of word order can be considered as the embodying of the speaker’s psychological salience during the process of construal. Under the principle of salience in Construal Theory, this part also attempts to give a general explanation of the contents of the themes in the selected news leads. To put it in a nutshell, the people or things of the journalists’ side and the participants or events that the journalists believe to be crucial are usually put at the initial position of a news lead, and become the more salient information (trajector) of the news, from which the subjective elements of the news writers’ could be shared with the readers and influence them subtly through the language of English news.

4.3 Subjectivity of English News Language in Textual Structure

Besides the subjectivity revealed from lexical and syntactic levels, subjectivity of news language could also be reflected at the level of text. Of course, textual representations of subjectivity of news language can be expressed from many aspects of language. Here, we mainly focus on the aspect of textual structures of the collected news articles.

4.3.1 Textual Structure and Subjectivity

Like the issue of word order at the syntactic level of language, the arrangement or structure of texts also could reflect human’s patterns of cognizing or construing objects. Generally speaking, arranging the textual structure in accordance with chronological order, which makes the textual structure agree with the happening order of events, is the most natural and understandable mode of constructing a text.

In writing practice, however, not all arrangements of textual structure are put in chronological order. Some textual structures are also arranged through breaking the chain of time, which forms other patterns of textural structure, such as flashback, narration interspersed with flashbacks, etc. Such narrative patterns that violate chronological order are also quite common in narrative texts, especially in literary works, like novels. The reasons why such phenomenon happens can be explained from the following two aspects:

1） The writer deliberately violates the sequence of events in order to achieve certain effects or purpose of writing.

This sort of case is usually seen from the textual structure of literary works. In novels, the writer usually re-divides the time line of the story and forms a non-linear structure of narration so as to create suspense, establish a unique style of narrating, and achieve the aesthetic function of literature. Thus, such arrangement of textual structure inevitably contains the purpose of the writer, and could be considered as a subjective pattern of linguistic expression.

2） When two or more events are happened at the time at different places or a complicated event with various aspects, the writer or narrator has to arrange the textual structure in accordance with his subjective selection.

As is known to us all, our human language is linear or one-dimensional, which decides that when language are used to describe the multi-dimensional events, order arrangements should be fixed by the writer. Even though such words or expressions as “meanwhile”, “at the same time”, “at the moment”, etc. are existing in the linear language so as to let people describe the events happened at the same time, one should admit that the first described event is much easier for readers to focus after all. Accordingly, the order arrangement of textual structure reflects the writer’s emphasis of the event and contains his or her value orientation to a large extent.

4.3.2 Subjectivity of Textual Structure in News

According to the Li Lingyan’s classification of main components of textual structure in news, the structure of news texts can be divided into two parts, namely core part and attached part, and each part has its own sub-components. The core part is used to transmit the core information of news event, and generally consists of core materials (mainly include time, place, behavior and subject) and attached materials (generally consist of the cause, process, results, etc.) (李凌燕, 2010: 165-166). What should be noticed is that the cause, process and results of news event could appear in the core part of a news text, and they also may be presented in the details of attached part. Thus, they are not the necessary components of core part.

Attached part refers to the contents that make further explanations and complements of the core news event, in order to let readers get comprehensive information about the event and make readers establish their value judgments in accordance with the journalists’ orientation. The attached part usually consists of the details, results, backgrounds, subsequent events, related events and comments of the core news event. Generally speaking, core part is a necessary component of the textual structure, while attached part is not always necessary in a news text. According to this, the components of news textual structure can be illustrated as followings:
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Figure 4.6 Components of News Textural Structure
Whether attached part or the attached materials appear in the textural structure is largely depended on the news writer’s purpose of writing or his subjective value judgments of the events. The more important the news is considered to be, the more components will appear in the textual structure of news. Similarly, news writers would arrange the order of the components in accordance with their importance. The more important ones are put before the less important ones, and also take a comparatively larger space in the news texts generally. All of these are decided by the news writer’s subjective selection of perspectives and the salient things generated in accordance with the perspectives, which also can be explained in terms of Langacker’s Construal Theory.

4.3.3 Analysis of Textual Structures in Collected News Articles

Subjectivity of news language revealed by textual structure is usually quite clear when two news articles are arranged with different structures though their core event is the same one. For example:

News one is the news titled “Zhou Yongkang arrested, put under judicial probe” from China Daily on December 6, 2014:
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Figure 4.7 Textural Structure of News One

News Two is the news titled “China arrests ex-security chief Zhou Yongkang” from BBC news on December 5, 2014:
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Figure 4.8 Textural Structure of News Two

From what has been illustrated in figure 4.7 and 4.8 above, one may find that both news one and news two’s writers put the core event (the arrest of Zhou Yongkang) at the initial position of their news texts respectively. However, one may easily notice that the structures of these two news texts are quite different as well, even though they are supposed to report the same news event. The most striking difference of these two texts is length, as news one’s main body only consists of the core part while news two is composed of both core part and attached part (attached materials like backgrounds and comments). Such difference is mainly caused by the combined influences of perspective and salience.

Towards news one from China Daily, our state English newspaper selects the perspective of our country’s side, and thus, the most salient information is SPP’s ongoing investigation into Zhou, which is also supposed to be the most regardful thing of people. As the backgrounds of the event may be reported beforehand and most people might already be familiar with Zhou Yongkang, the news does not touch backgrounds here. What’s more, as a state English news paper of China, China Daily’s opinions or comments might be regarded as the representatives of our government’s. Due to the investigation is still ongoing, it is not quite suitable for our newspaper to give any comments on the event. Thus, both backgrounds and comments are not the salience of China Daily from our perspective.

As for BBC news, things are quite different. The journalist of BBC selects the perspective as an observer outside of China. Accordingly, the salient information includes the backgrounds and comments besides the core event. Such information could help people, especially foreigners, to get a comprehensive understanding of the whole event, and also shared the journalist’s value orientation to some extent. One should notice that at the bottom part of news two, the news writer also pointed out a phenomenon in China, which shows that some comments on Zhou’s event are censored. Such information is mainly based on the subjective value judgments of many westerners towards our country and society, and the prominent information also might be the outcome of westerners’ bias and prejudice upon China.

4.3.4 Summary

This part mainly pays attention to the subjectivity reflected from the textual structures of news language. As the arrangement of textual structure is closely related to the writer’s subjective choice in accordance with special purposes or importance judgments, textual structure news can not avoid subjectivity. Based on Li Lingyan’s classification of components (李凌燕，2010) of news texts’ structure, this part analyzed two different news articles on the same incident, namely “the arrest of corrupt official Zhou Yongkang in China”. Through analysis, the author finds that the differences in textual structure of these two news articles are mainly originated from the combined influences of perspective and salience of Construal Theory. When a news writer chooses China’s side as the perspective, the salient information will be selected in accordance with our people or government’s concerned things. When a perspective outside of China is chosen by a journalist, he or she will arrange the components of text according to their own judgments of salience, which may also reflect the journalist’s subjective value orientation which could be shared with readers through news language.

Chapter Five Other Factors that Affect the Subjectivity in News Language
Through the detailed analysis above, one should know that the subjectivity in the language of English news mainly comes from human’s construal patterns during the process of cognition, especially the various choices of perspective and salience according to Langacker’s Construal Theory. With the mechanism of conceptualization, people could use the words or expressions that are used to refer objects or things originally to refer or reflect the mental process of human beings. As for English news texts, the subjective elements of the news writers or journalists could influence the readers through the language of news texts, and even change the readers’ attitudes or feelings towards the news events subtly. Accordingly, even though news texts are always considered as objective, they cannot get rid of subjective elements completely. Why does the language of “objective” news texts have such subjective elements? Do these subjective elements surely play the role of obstacles in people’s understanding of the truth of news events? In this chapter, the thesis mainly deals with these two questions.

5.1 The Philosophical Factors

From the perspective of philosophy, subjectivity refers to a state of spiritual consciousness. With this state, human mind could summarize the information of the object or the objective world, and give out the rational imagination, prediction and design of an ideal object through making creative thoughts (王玉樑，1993: 5). Accordingly, subjectivity is not only an attribute of human language, but also a basic attribute of human beings. Human beings use language to make abstract summaries of the objective world and their own activities of consciousness, and their cognition of the objective world is based on such process. Through the cognition, people could distinguish themselves from their own conscious activities, and could judge the objective world and their conscious activities subjectively in turn (刘瑾, 2009: 9-12).

From this perspective, the pure objective news report, which is guided by the principles of Objective Reflectionism and advocates the restoration of original news events, cannot possibly exist. On the one hand, in order to make the pure “objective” reflection of the original news events, all kinds of participation of the cognitive subject should be excluded during the whole process of reflection. On the other hand, however, without the participation of cognitive subjects and human language, reflections can not be achieved. Accordingly, it is paradoxical to say that news reports should restore the origin of news events basing on the requirements of Objective Reflectionism. Therefore, objectively speaking, for the cognitive results, the participation of cognitive subjects and the effects of subjectivity cannot be avoided, and this is one important reason why the “objective” news language still cannot get rid of subjectivity.

5.2 The Social Factors

Besides the factors at philosophical level, social factors are also crucial factors of the subjectivity in news language. As a special, public and social style, news describes and reports the relatively important events that happen in our daily life. Therefore, the content and language of news cannot avoid the influence of various social elements or factors, such as the international situation, the public consciousness, the governments’ policies, the media’s wills, and so on.

Besides the function of describing an event or social phenomenon and making the public know the whole event, news still has another important function through which the right orientation of values can be established among people in the society. Since ancient times, Chinese people have advocated the traditional idea of “文以载道”, which means that literary works should play the role of leading a good social atmosphere. As for news, the requirement is even more obvious. In Qing Dynasty, many progressives proposed that government need to take good advantage of newspapers to ascertain laws and regulations, to distinguish good and evil, to practice morality, and to encourage loyalty and filial piety (丁淦林, 2004: 83). In Modern China, people advocated using newspapers to save our country and people during the war, and even in our new China, our Communist Party suggested that newspapers should be the most powerful tool for advertising the Party’s policies. All of the opinions reflect that newspapers should take a good advantage of leading and establishing the systems of core values in the society. Not only in China, western countries, which propose and advocate pure “objective” news, also regard newspapers as a crucial tool for maintaining the mainstream values in their society. This could give an explanation to the example (3) in chapter three, in which BBC news alienated the event of “Scotland’s independence” deliberately by using [non-close]-indicating space deictic words. Such deliberate alienation originated from the expressing of media’s will in the news language, and is also the reflection of British government’s will and the influence of their social mainstream values. Similarly, such social factors also could be used to explain the textual structure differences of China Daily and BBC’s news on the arrest of Zhou Yongkang.

The subjective elements in news are always reflected through the language of news, and such elements let readers map the conceptual representations in their mind (Bickerton, 1990: 13). These conceptual representations may influence the standards of public judgments, and this will promote the establishment the mainstream values of a nation.

5.3 Conclusion
    Of course, one cannot deny that the subjectivity of news language might sometimes lead to bad value orientation, such as the wild speculations of some gossip news. Generally speaking, however, the subjectivity of news language provides an effective method to express the will of governments and to construct core value-system within a society through mass media. Meanwhile, it is one of the basic requirements that let our mass media express their opinions and carry out their social functions. Besides, the subjectivity of news language is also the inevitable philosophical property of language. Accordingly, as an inevitable characteristic of language, subjectivity in news language is not the mutually contradictory concept of the “objectivity of news events’ nature” emphasized in the theoretical study of news. On the contrary, these two concepts are synergistic. News journalist’s or mass media’s subjectivity could lead to correct guidance of public opinions by making the news suit the current society’s common awareness as well as mainstream values. Meanwhile, “commonage” and “mainstream” are the main criteria to judge whether a news report catches the nature of the events and whether the news is objective in nature.

Chapter Six Conclusion
Based on Langacker’s Construal Theory, this thesis mainly analyzes the subjective representations of the language in English news from three linguistic levels, namely lexical level, syntactic level and textural level. Taking the top news on the homepage of BBC, CNN and China Daily, the author mainly explained three typical linguistic performances of subjectivity of English news texts according to the principle of perspective and salience, finding that the subjective expressions in news language are deeply influenced by the news writers’ stance, attitudes, feelings and emotions, which could be shared with readers and affect them through the published news articles.

6.1 Major Findings and Innovations of the Study

6.1.1 Major Findings of the Thesis

Generally speaking, objectivity has always been regarded as a crucial characteristic of news in our modern society, and it is followed by news journalists and other related people in this field when writing or reading news as a guiding principle in order to show the neutrality of their stance. However, with the development of cognitive linguistics, linguists started to notice that subjectivity is an inevitable property of language, and news language is by no means an exception. In order to testify the characteristic of subjectivity in news language, we collected 45 English news articles from the homepage of BBC, CNN and China Daily and analyzed the language materials within the framework of Construal Theory.

Subjectivity can be recognized from different linguistic levels of English news language. In terms of the lexical level, deixis is regarded as an effective means for expressing one’s self in language. In the selected English news articles, the employment of common spatial deictic words is not totally decided by the physical distance in the speaker’s real world, but is determined by considering the psychological distance in one’s mental world which is formed according to the different choice of construal perspectives.

At the syntactic level, subjectivity of news language is mainly reflected from the arrangements of word order. Word order could reveal a news writer’s egocentric value judgments of various participants. In detail, the incidents or people of “our side” and the participants that “I” believe to be crucial will always be regarded as “trajectors” during the process of construal, which will be encoded at the initial position of a sentence, and become the theme of the whole sentence.

At the level of text, textual structure is a typical aspect that could reveal the subjectivity of news language. Such subjectivity is mainly reflected from the selection of news’ structural components in the arrangement of structure. Some news texts may only have the core part for reporting the core event of the news. Some other news texts, however, may also consist of a lot of unnecessary attached materials, such as backgrounds, details, comments, etc. besides the core event. Such differences in textual structure of news articles are mainly originated from the combined influences of perspective and salience of Construal Theory, and also could reflect the journalist’ s subjective value orientation when certain perspective is selected.

The subjectivity of news language can be explained in accordance with the cognitive mode of human being. The root factors that affect it, however, may be more macroscopic. On the one hand, subjectivity is an inevitable philosophical property of language; while on the other hand, it is also a fundamental requirement which could help mass media achieve their social function by expressing government’s will, guiding correct public opinions and constructing social mainstream values. Therefore, from this point of view, subjectivity is not the obstacle of the “objectivity of news’s nature”. On the contrary, it can help journalists to catch the “objective nature” of news events.

    From what has been discussed and analyzed previously, one could draw the conclusion that the subjectivity of news language refers to the phenomenon that a news writer’s stances, attitudes and emotions are reflected through the language of news by shortening or lengthening the psychological distance between observer and the observed object, by arranging word orders of sentences in accordance with the importance of news events, or by adding comments to the textual structure of news. The subjectivity of news language is the inevitable imprint of the news writer’s “self”. Such imprint is caused by the combined effects of the structural properties of human language, cognitive modes of human beings and contexts of human society. With the imprint of “self”, events encoded in news articles are not the original incidents any more, but are the events including the meaning constructions from the writer’s perspective.

6.1.2 Innovations of the Thesis

As we have reviewed in chapter two, most of previous studies on news language are based on functional linguistics or stylistics. In this thesis, we employ the Construal Theory of cognitive linguistics as the guidance of study, as the perspective of cognitive linguistics is relatively new in the field of linguistics and has more explanatory power in terms of the nature of human’s cognition.

The previous studies on subjectivity of language mainly took the language of natural dialogues or literary works as their objects. Here, in the present study, we analyze the subjectivity of language in news, which is generally considered as a comparatively objective genre. Besides, different from the previous studies which focused on only one linguistic level, this study analyzes the subjectivity of English news language from the lexical, syntactic and textual levels based on Construal Theory.

Additionally, the thesis also attempt to explain the causes of subjectivity of news language from a macro perspective, and explains the nature of subjectivity in news language form the perspectives of philosophy and society, letting people get a overlook of the subjectivity of news language. 

At all these facets, the thesis may supply further researches with certain reference.

6.2 Limitations and Suggestions for Further Studies

6.2.1 Limitations of the Study

The concrete exemplifications of subjectivity in English news language are very limited in this study, though the thesis analyzes subjectivity of news language from three linguistic levels. The subjectivity of news language could be revealed from many aspects of linguistic expressions, but the study only focuses on three typical linguistic representations of subjectivity in the collected news article, which is far from exhaustive.

Besides, the study is a qualitative analysis and does not involve quantitative methods, which makes the thesis just testify the existence of subjectivity in news language with several typical examples, but does not let us find the most typical subjective linguistic expression in English news language with the supporting data from quantitative studies.

6.2.2 Suggestions for Further Studies

Based on the limitations of the present study, further researches could be carried out with a method of both qualitative and quantitative. In order to do that study, researchers need to collect a larger number of news articles, and more categories of news should be involved in order to find the overall typical linguistic representations of subjectivity in news language in a quantitative way, and then to explain them with related linguistic theories qualitatively.

As this study only focuses on three exemplification of subjectivity in news language, further researches may attempt to analyze the linguistic subjectivity of news language from more linguistic units at the levels of lexicon, syntax and text respectively.

Without a clear classification of the news’ category, this study only gets a quite general overlook of the subjectivity in news language. This suggests that in further studies, types of news can be clearly classified in order to draw more specific and deeper conclusions upon the subjectivity of the language of certain type of English news.
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